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“My faith Today is what 
helps me to dream big.”

– Douglas Mott, senior pastor
First Congregational Church

In Halifax,Nova Scotia
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Arranging to interview Dr. J. I. Packer, one of Can-
ada’s most celebrated evangelical scholars, involved 
phone calls, faxes, more phone calls and another 

fax or two. 
In an age of immediate electronic communication, 

Packer prefers to do things offline, the less instant way. 
Even the writing for which he is so well known (his 

classic book Knowing God, originally written as a five-year 
series of articles for The Evangelical Magazine, turned 40 
last year) is carefully composed on a manual typewriter. 

Although that bit about the typewriter is the least of 
the many insights Packer shared with Faith Today in this 
issue’s exclusive interview, it’s still a delightful peek behind 
the scenes at the work of a wise and unique evangelical 
influencer. 

(By the way, we’re offering a free copy of Packer’s latest 
book Weakness Is the Way along with every new subscrip-
tion purchased before the end of February. Pass the word 
along to anyone you know who may be interested!)

This issue also includes a second major interview, a 
follow-up to the Nov/Dec “Mean Streets” story about 
Christian outreach to prostituted women. Glendyne Ger-
rard shares a bit of her own journey from pastor’s wife 
to public activist, and helps us connect the dots between 
prostituted women in Canada, human trafficking and, of 
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course, the Church. And what a Church it is.
As editors, we always spend the final days of our publica-

tion cycle poring over each page yet again, trying to find the 
little errors we might have missed the first 50 times through. 

There’s always something to improve. 
But there’s also always something to be thankful for 

as we witness to the amazing diversity of the Canadian 
evangelical Church – from godly help in dealing with debt 
and reaching out to women overseas, to wisdom about ef-
fective collaboration between worship leaders and pastors, 
from the news in Kingdom Matters to the final opinion 
column.

We were also thankful as we put together the middle 16 
pages, a commemorative insert for the 50th anniversary of 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. As a Faith Today 
reader you may know the EFC best as the publisher of Faith 
Today, but we think you will be astounded at the breadth 
and impact of this unique organization in Canada. Read on. 
And thank you.  FT   

bILL FLeDDeruS of Hamilton, ont., and Karen STILLer 
of Port Perry, ont., are senior editors at Faith Today. 
STePHen beDarD of Cambridge, ont., is associate editor 
(l in above photo). Feel like talking? Discuss these 
articles at www.facebook.com/FaithToday.
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Doing Things the 
Less Instant Way
Being a Christian can mean embracing 
weakness rather than strength.
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FaithForum   n   letters to the editor

giving and the 
Full gospel
Re: The Faith Today Interview 
With Ronald J. Sider (Nov/Dec 
2013)
Pentecostalism, as Sider notes, 
is indeed the fastest-growing 
part of the evangelical world. 
When are the theologians go-
ing to see that Pentecost is an 
experience that Jesus made 
clear is for all Christians, and 
not a denomination for a se-
lect few (something like 800 
million and counting)?

Sider also states, “Many 
Canadian Christians could 
give not 2 or 10 per cent, but 
15 or 20 per cent of their in-
come and still not even be 
close to poverty.” But a more 
biblical approach would point 
out that you prosper when 
you give to God’s work. For 
example: “The generous man 
will be prosperous” (Proverbs 
11:25, NASB); “Give, and it 
will be given to you … a good 
measure – pressed down, 

shaken together, and running 
over” (Luke 6:38, NASB); and 
“he who sows bountifully will 
also reap bountifully” (2 Cor-
inthians 9:6, NASB).

The Bible is clear that the 
givers gain. If Christians are 
not even tithing, then their 
pastors either have not taught 
the blessing of tithing and giv-
ing, or the Christians are in re-
bellion. With the embarrass-
ing level of giving in Canada, 
why doesn’t your magazine, at 
least once a year, publish an 
article or even provide a teach-
ing series on the blessings of 
giving? 

God has a simple plan for 
financing the gospel. He raises 
up someone with a ministry, 
and then He prospers those 
who support it. Do you agree 
that if your life is not super-
natural, it is superficial?

Our pensions add up to 
about one teacher’s salary, and 
we give away at least 40 per 
cent – and we live in the super-

natural financial blessings of 
God so that we would never go 
back to even just tithing.

The prosperity gospel is 
no different than the gospel of 
healing. A.B. Simpson wrote 
his book The Gospel of Heal-
ing – A Classic Presentation of a 
Revolutionary Doctrine [Chris-
tian Alliance Publishing,1890] 
over a hundred years ago, and 
God has raised up many people 
who minister healing to the sick 
and infirm. But a large part of 
the Church ignores these truths 
with a doctrine that says heal-
ing is not for today.

Instead of lamenting that 
the youth are leaving the 
Church, why not emphasize 
the Full Gospel. I think you 
will find that churches that do, 
do not have a problem with the 
youth leaving their church.

Charles Runolfson 
Ottawa, Ont.

Stackhouse on Dissent 
and Conflict
Re: Christ & Culture in Canada 
(Nov/Dec 2013)
Just signed up for your digital 
delivery. Love the John Stack-
house articles from the current 
and previous issues – thought-
provoking and informative. 
Thank you for providing a first-
rate magazine!

Diane Hamm 
Abbotsford, B.C.

Stackhouse on 
admonishment
Re: Christ & Culture in Canada
(Sep/Oct 2013)
I write with a view from the 

Milestones

aPPOInTeD
Dave addison as executive director of 
Toronto City Mission. He is a business 
executive and spiritual leader currently 
serving as trustee at st. Paul’s Angli-
can Church (Bloor street). since 1879 
Toronto City Mission has improved the 

lives of thousands of 
families impacted by 
poverty in Toronto. 
Addison succeeds 
Andrew schell, who 
served in the pos-
ition for eight years.

ed Wilson as acting 
executive director 

and Coo of International Justice Mis-
sion Canada. Jamie McIntosh, founder 
and executive director for the group’s 
first 12 years, departs the organization 
to join World Vision Canada as vice-
president of policy and programs.

James gimbel as president of Con-
cordia lutheran seminary in Edmonton, 
affiliated with the lutheran Church–
Canada denomination. He has served 
as a professor since 2002 at Concordia 
University in st. Paul, Minnesota, where 
he has focused on leadership and man-
agement. He has also been an editor at 
Concordia Publishing House in Missouri 
and a parish pastor in north Dakota. 

InCOrPOraTeD
MK Safety net Canada, a group advocat-
ing for people who have been hurt in a mis-
sionary environment, recently received 
charitable status in Canada. Beverly 
shellrude Thompson, a Canadian, helped 
found the group (www.mksafetynet.net) 
in 2005 in the United states.

COMPLeTeD
The Christians: Their First Two Thou-
sand Years, a 12-volume popular-style 

history of Christi-
anity, after almost 
going bankrupt 
halfway through 
production in 
2005. General 
editor Ted Byfield, 
known as the 
publisher of the 
defunct politically 
conservative news-

magazine Alberta Report, started the 
project 30 years ago (www.thechris-
tians.ca), and created a charity called 
the society to Explore and record 
Christian History (sEArCH) to raise 
funds for its completion.

SOLD
yonge Street Mission has sold its 
namesake property at 381 yonge street 
in Toronto, just south of Gerrard street. 
Although just one of six program loca-
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pew. [Admonishment] is another evangel-
ical word we seem to have forgotten, and 
worse still another scriptural practice we 
seem to have laid aside. I can recall with 
appreciation words of admonishment re-
ceived from pastors, song leaders and other 
brothers and sisters in our local assembly. 
These words were given in Christian love 
with patience, gentleness and concern for 
my Christian life. A brother in Christ said 
it plainly some years ago in reference to 
church leaders when he proclaimed, “There 
is not enough demanded of us.”

Don Hennessey 
Conception Bay South, N.L.

tions, the site (known as Evergreen 
for the past 30 years) is the most vis-
ible and best known, having been in 
continuous use to serve the poor of 
Toronto since 1904. The purchaser, 
a private equity real estate com-
pany, has agreed to a closing date of 
september 2016 to allow for a careful 
transition of the ongoing outreach 
and ministry to the street-involved 
youth currently served from the 
location.

aPPrOveD
Plans by Trinity Western university, 
a Christian university in langley, 
B.C., to establish a law school can 
now move ahead, with the planned 
first class to commence in 2016, 
after approvals were received in 
December from the Federation of 
law societies of Canada and the B.C. 
Ministry of Advanced Education.

Faith Today loves to receive your 
letters. Even when you disagree 
(or we disagree with your dis-
agreement!), your letters remind 
us all that we live in evangelical-
ism’s big tent, where there is 
ample room for many opinions. 
Visit us at www.facebook.ca/
faithtoday to join in on discus-
sions sparked by letters to the 
editor and more.
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assisting immigrants through 
the struggles of a new life 
in Canada is what the New 

Canadian Friendship Centre 
(www.ncfcentre.com) in North-
east Calgary is all about. The cen-
tre, run by Centre Street Church, 
helps new immigrants learn Eng-
lish, seek employment, and fill out 
forms that can be very compli-
cated to a new arrival in Canada. 
The centre also provides gently 
used clothing to families, and a 
safe place for children to play and 
teenagers to hang out.

Director Ashwin Ramani im-
migrated to Canada from India in 
2009. He relates to what the ap-
proximately 60 people who come 
to the centre each day are going 
through. “People come to Canada 
with high expectations and they 
are often let down, especially 
in the first year,” says Ramani. 
“They need someone to talk to, 
to express those feelings. It gives me great 
satisfaction to sit with someone and lis-

ten to their heart, to offer them hope that 
things will get better, to encourage them 
through their struggles.”

KingdomMatters   n   good news

Twenty-five-year-old Alec roberts 
spent five years in and out of 
prison – and is awaiting senten-

cing on a past crime to which he recently 
pled guilty. But being a father was “the 
biggest fear I ever had in my life.”

roberts reached out for help when 
he found out he was going to become 
a father, eventually meeting youth 
Unlimited’s Dave Morgan, a guy he felt 
he could trust. “Dave has the same kind 
of story as I do. When we first met, I was 
relieved to see he dressed normally, had 
tattoos, looked like someone I could 
relate to, not another counsellor.”

young fathers who did not expect, or 
necessarily want to become fathers, are 
stereotyped as deadbeats – guys who 
want nothing to do with their kids and 
the responsibilities that come with them. 
Morgan started the mentoring and sup-
port program stepping Up, because he 
knows, firsthand, that this is not the case. 

In his experience a lot of expectant dads 
want to be involved, to get a job and begin 
a relationship with their newborn child, 
but they don’t know where to start.

“Two and three generations without 
a dad in the home is having a stagger-
ing affect,” says Morgan. Growing up 
without a father, or with dads who also 
struggled in the role, means that most 
of these young men face the spectre of 
fatherhood without the tools to make it 
work. Many quit school, take on a dead-
end job to provide, but inevitably get 
frustrated. That frustration can lead to a 
number of dead ends, including criminal 
activity and addictions.

Morgan knows this cycle well. The 
39-year-old father of three was once in 
Alec’s shoes. As a child he had a learn-
ing disability that distanced him from 
his father. “This set me up for some hard 
times,” he laments. “I made some crazy, 
hard decisions because of how wounded 

new Ministry Helps young Fathers

Calgary Church Opens 
Centre for new Immigrants
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ancient Document 
Inspires new Songs

Canadian singer/songwriter Jeremy 
Zeyl faced two new challenges with 
his latest project. First: Write a ser-

ies of songs for corporate worship – some-
thing he hadn’t done before. second: Base 
the songs on the Heidelberg Catechism. 
Zeyl met those challenges in Heidelberg: 
Songs from the Catechism – an 11-song CD 
celebrating both the beauty of the docu-
ment and its 450th anniversary.

The catechism, 
created by theolo-
gians, seminarians 
and church leaders in 
Heidelberg, Germany, 
was first published in 

1563. Used to teach doctrine, the catechism 
comprises 129 questions and answers div-
ided into 52 sections on topics such as sin 
and misery, deliverance from sin, thankful-
ness for deliverance, an explanation of the 
Apostles’ Creed, and instructions on the Ten 
Commandments and the lord’s Prayer.

“What I set out to do wasn’t to offer an 
exact representation of what the catech-
ism was, but breathe new life into it,” says 
Zeyl, a member of the london-based trio 
Isobelle Gunn. The project, and funding, 
came at an opportune time – the band 
was taking a sabbatical because Zeyl’s 
wife and bandmate lara was pregnant.

“I thought, ‘I’ll try to write a couple 
of songs and see if I’m inspired,’” says 
Zeyl. “The whole project started shaping 
from there.” Work began in 2012 after Ed 
Den Haan, chairman of the stanford and 
Priscilla reid Trust, heard Isobelle Gunn in 
concert. The group sang “not My own,” 
a decade-old song Zeyl wrote with lyrics 
copied from the first part of the catechism.

“I was enthusiastic about the concept 
of music and catechism together,” says 
Den Haan. He also saw how the trust, which 
promotes projects around the education 
of reformed and Presbyterian theology, 
might help. “[We] appreciated the catech-
ism as a solid reformed statement of God’s 
teachings. And we were much aware of the 
anniversary.” The trust, through two separ-
ate grants, gave Zeyl $10,000 to write and 
produce the CD. since its fall 2013 release, 
Zeyl has been holding workshops on using 
the songs in corporate worship. He’s also 
considering a second CD for songs already 
written, but didn’t make the cut.   FT      

–Robert White

The Ochieng family, new immigrants from 
Kenya, cut the ribbon at the opening of the 
new Canadian Friendship Centre. 

http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=10&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncfcentre.com
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=10&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.FaithToday.ca
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=10&exitLink=mailto%3Ajeremyzeyl%40gmail.com
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I was.” He says it’s only through God’s 
grace that he was able to change the 
direction in which he was heading. And he 
wants to help other guys understand that 
they too “are not defined by their pasts.”

stepping Up works in large part 
because of Morgan’s story. He started 
the youth Unlimited program in surrey, 
B.C., almost four years ago, and is in 
touch with 40 dads right now. The typ-
ical age range is 18–24, but the young-
est father that’s been involved was 13 
when he connected with the program.

stepping Up is built on mentorship 
through relationship. “We set goals 
with them, help them and hold them ac-
countable to those goals,” says Morgan.

roberts’ home is a ferry ride away 
from his four-month-old son Elijah, who 
lives with his mother. He lives for those all 
too infrequent times he gets to see him. 
“It’s like the whole world stops around 
me. I don’t pay attention to anything but 
him,” he says. “I don’t look at my phone 
or anything.”   FT      –Jeff Dewsbury

noteworthy
One in Five non-Christians Doesn’t 
Know any Christians
A new study has found that 20 per 
cent of non-Christians in north Amer-
ica really do not “personally know” 
any Christians. In addition, 60 per 
cent of the non-Christian population 
has no relationships with Christians. 
The research was conducted by 
Gordon-Conwell’s Center for the 
study of Global Christianity.

Federal government awards 
Contract for Prison religious 
Counselling to Company

The Federal 
Government 
has awarded 

kairos Pneuma Chaplaincy Inc. a 
$2-million contract to deliver religious 
counselling to prisoners. A handful 
of current and former federal prison 
chaplains founded the private com-
pany in response to the request for 
proposals from the government.

Study Suggests Children Flourish 
With Married, Opposite-Sex Parents

Children of gay and lesbian couples 
are only about 65 per cent as likely 
to have graduated from high school 
as the children of married, opposite-
sex couples, according to a study 
published in the journal Review of 
Economics of the Household. Children 
of common-law parents, as well as 
single mothers and single fathers, 
also had a lower graduation rate 
than those of married, opposite-sex 
parents. The study was based on a 
20 per cent sample of the Canadian 
census.

School board Considers Dropping 
Lord’s Prayer
A public school board in Taber, Alta., 
has dropped the lord’s Prayer from 
the daily routine in classrooms 
following a complaint by a par-

ent. Taber’s Dr. Hamman school is 
believed to have been one of the last 
public schools in Canada to recite 
the prayer. Parents in the town are 
campaigning to have the prayer 
reinstated.

Montreal Hospital vows to 
Defy Quebec Charter
Directors of the Jewish General Hospi-
tal in Montreal are standing up to the 
Values Charter proposed by Quebec 
premier Pauline Marois. The hospital 
released a statement saying it will not 
comply with the proposed legislation, 
which would essentially ban all public 
employees from wearing religious 
symbols. A statement from the direc-
tors states the Charter is “discrimina-
tory and deeply insulting to public 
sector workers.”

Churches respond to Typhoon in 
Philippines
stepping stone Ministries in saska-
toon is partnering with Circle Drive 
Alliance Church to send a shipping 
container to the most devastated 
areas of the Philippines. It is just one 
of many churches across Canada 
cobbling together resources to send 
to the Philippines in response to 
the devastation caused by Typhoon 
Haiyan. Ministries such as Compas-
sion Canada, Crossroads, operation 
Mobilization (oM), oMF Canada, 
samaritan’s Purse, serving in Mission 
(sIM), The salvation Army, World re-
lief Canada and World Vision Canada 
are providing relief.  FT     
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Helping children and families in the 
Philippines.

Isolation can be a serious problem for 
new immigrants, especially for women 
staying home with their children. The 
New Canadian Friendship Centre pro-
vides a play area for children next to the 
café, so women can make friends and 
improve their English by talking with a 
female volunteer.

Ramani was already on the pastoral 
staff at Centre Street Church when he ap-
proached leadership with his vision of a 
centre to help new Canadians. The church 
leased a unit at a busy retail plaza, easily ac-
cessible to those who need the services. Of-
ficially opened in May 2013, the New Can-
adian Friendship Centre has two full-time 
and one part-time staff, as well as 200 regu-
lar volunteers from Centre Street Church.

Since new Canadians come from such 
a wide variety of religious backgrounds, 
the staff and volunteers emphasize show-
ing their Christian faith through practical 
action. “We want it to be a neutral place 
where people feel welcome and we can 
build relationships,” says Ramani. “When 
people ask the question, ‘Who is behind 
this?’ we can respond that Centre Street 
Church supports the New Canadian 
Friendship Centre and we are followers of 
Christ who care for the community.”   FT                            

–J. Paul Cooper

G
o

V
E

r
n

M
E

n
T

 o
F 

Q
U

E
B

E
C

http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=11&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.FaithToday.ca
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=11&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2FWWW.DESIGNPICS.COM


12 n    January / February 2014    n     www.faithToday.ca     

Putting feet to a cause has become a 
tried and true way of raising aware-
ness and funds, forging a physical 

link between a real-life need and people 
willing to compete in athletic competition 
to prove their conviction. Two Canadian 
ministries are now seeing the fruits of that 
labour, having raised funds for programs 
that will benefit the lives of women and 
children here and abroad.

Last October, Paralympic rower Vic-
toria Nolan and former Olympic rower 
Sarah (Bonikowsky) Chaudhery compet-
ed together in the 21-kilometre Toronto 
Waterfront Half-Marathon to raise money 

for Scripture Union’s Every Kid Camp in-
itiative, a program where occupational 
therapists help make Scripture Union’s 
camps successful for children with differ-
ent needs and abilities.

Nolan, who has only three per cent of her 
sight, was tethered wrist to elbow with Chau-
dhery as the two athletes negotiated massive 
crowds at the popular fall running event.

“It required a lot of communication,” 
says Chaudhrey, “but that flowed really 
naturally out of us from our rowing ex-
perience.” Competing together to support 
a targeted goal works because it “shows an 
extra level of commitment to a common 

cause,” says Chaudhery, who with Nolan 
raised $23,000. Those funds will make 
every one of Scripture Union’s camps 
inclusive, equipping host churches with 
specific support and planning such as 
precamp interviews between children, 
parents and an occupational therapist.

In a very different but equally chal-
lenging venue, a five-member team from 
World Relief Canada completed the Tough 
Mudder event – a team-focused world re-
nowned obstacle course and endurance 
test – in September, raising $10,000 for 
women’s causes across the globe.

Those funds were matched two-to-one 
by the Canadian government. This meant 
World Relief’s outreach to women, dubbed 
Tough as Her, was able to channel $30,000 
to programs such as the organization’s Bur-
undi Onramp to Banking microloan initia-
tive, where women fight tremendous adver-
sity and hardship by forming community 
banking groups, building savings and access 
loans, and supporting each other as they 
open or expand small businesses such as 
fruit stands, clothing stores and food shops.

“In Tough Mudder we were facing 
obstacles that we chose to overcome, 
but there are tremendous obstacles that 
women face every day throughout the 
world,” says Eric Frans, team member 
and World Relief Canada’s director of 
philanthropy. “Tough as Her has helped 
us spread the word – from our fellow 
competitors to people in restaurants who 
see us wearing our Tough Mudder T-shirts 
– how women are affected by scarce re-
sources, poverty and violence across the 
globe.” World Relief already has teams 
in place to participate in Tough Mudder 
events in Vancouver, Calgary and Toronto 
later this year.   FT                –Jeff Dewsbury

KingdomMatters   n   good news

Sarah Chaudhery 
and victoria nolan 
in training for a half-
marathon.

T
his year karen Wilk of Edmonton joined a neighbour-
hood book club. This was not a Christian or religious 
book club, but somehow, through a series of casual 

conversations between neighbours, the book club began to 
incorporate spiritual practices into its weekly meetings. 

Although Wilk is a Christian and active neighbourhood 
missionary, she had no role in encouraging the book club to 
explore spiritual practices. Then one week, before she knew 
it, the book club was exploring the ancient Christian spiritual 
practice of foot washing.

“My non-Christian, nontraditional neighbour is washing 
my dirty feet,” says Wilk. “I’m not sure I would have been 
ready to wash her feet.”

This, for Wilk, is what “being the church to your neighbour-
hood” is all about. It is messy work. And sometimes you have 
to be prepared not only to deal with other people’s messes, 
but to let them deal with yours.  

“neighbouring” is seen by some as an emerging trend in 
Christianity, but Wilk has been working on building up her 
own community of believers in her Edmonton neighbour-

Canadian Ministries use
Sports to raise Funds

growing in the art of neighbouring
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hood since 2006. 
Her experiences led her to write a book 

called Don’t Invite Them to Church: Mov-
ing From a Come and See to a Go and Be 
Church (Faith Alive Christian resources, 
2010). Wilk is also a national team mem-
ber for Forge Canada, a missional training 
network that equips churches and leaders 
to multiply and transform neighbourhoods. 
This past october, she was invited to lead 

the Forge Canada neighbourhood Engagement Weekend at 
southside Community Church in surrey, B.C.

Forge trains both clergy and laypeople in missional living. 
“An event like this is designed not just for leaders, but for every-
body,” says scott Hagley, Forge Canada’s director of education.

The conference was designed to help people “be the 
church” to their own neigbours, whether they live in an apart-
ment building, detached home or mobile home park. The 
conference considered what it actually means to be present in 
our neighbourhoods, how we love our neighbours in real and 
concrete ways, and what practices we can begin so we can 
better engage and serve our neighbours. As Wilk says, “He 
loves our neighbours more than we ever will.”  FT                     

–Casey van Wensem

Do you have a Kingdom Matters story to share? 
email us at editor@faithtoday.ca.

Karen Wilk

•	Children & Youth Matter, Tracy and 
Bruce Clemenger, general editors 
(Castle Quay Books, 2014). A study 
guide for personal and group use by 
more than 45 members of adoptive 
and fostering families and other ex-
perts. Affirms the worth of every child 
and empowers readers to be a bless-
ing to adoptable children and youth 
and those in need of quality fostering, 
guardianship, kinship or custom care. 
Includes tips about navigating adop-
tion and fostering systems, parent-
ing, and supporting agencies that 
serve children and youth. 

•	 It’s Hard Not to Stare: 
Helping Children Under-
stand Disabilities by Tim 
Huff (Castle Quay Books, 
2014). An illustrated book 
for children, part of a ser-
ies which also includes 
The Cardboard Shack 
Beneath the Bridge: Help-
ing Children Understand 
Homelessness. Includes 
a discussion guide for 
parents and teachers by 
Jan Fukumoto, an autism 
expert and educator.

•	Reimagining Children 
in the Church: A Fresh Approach to 
Raising Our Children in Christ by Val 
Michaelson and Tiffany robinson 
(Digory Publishing, 2013). Two Angli-
can thinkers discuss how to help chil-
dren engage with the Christian story 
in “intergenerational, embodied and 
storied” ways. Includes original and 
practical tools for classroom use. 
Free PDF version online at www.
institute.wycliffecollege.ca.  FT

Helpful resources

Sex trafficking and 
prostitution are not 
two separate issues: 
Jay and Michelle 
brock.
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In the end the court upheld the law against assisted 
suicide, and it did so based on an affirmation of the sanc-
tity of human life – though it was quick to clarify it used 
the term in a secular sense that could be supported by all 
Canadians.

The court also noted there may come a time when the 
principle is no longer commonly and deeply held by Can-
adians – a warning that foundational principles need to con-
tinually be given life in the attitudes and actions of people. 

It is one thing to have the principle stated in a court 
decision (that 1993 decision was reaffirmed, by the way, in 
2013 by the B.C. Court of Appeal). But it’s another thing for 
it to continue to have legitimacy and authority in the minds 
of lawmakers and judges – and in the actions of people.

The sanctity of human life implies two affirmations for 
Christians. Firstly, that life is a gift from God and therefore 
His, not ours. We are but stewards of this gift, not its author. 
Secondly, that we cherish not only our own lives but the 
lives of all His image bearers. Every human life has inestim-
able worth, not because of what I do but who I am.

As J.I. Packer told our interviewer (on page 24), rath-
er than pondering when my life should end, “The first 
thought ought to be, ‘God has given me my life. He’s given 
it to me for service in doxology, praise, in service of others, 
in doing what you can for them, in saying what you can 
to sustain them.’ ”

Thus the sanctity of human life is affirmed and re-
trenched, its value nurtured and its legitimacy sustained 
as a result of us living our lives accordingly, in our worship 
of God and our service and care for others.

It means seeing people for who they are, not what they 
do – what my wife Tracy calls their “business card.” What we 
do with the life God gives is important, but the very meaning 
of our lives is rooted in our relationship to God as His image 
bearers. This is sacred and cannot be diminished or denied. 

Over the 50 years of the EFC’s engagement in social 
issues, our primary task has been to advocate for the wis-
dom of principles such as the sanctity of human life, to 
show how laws that reflect these principles contribute to 
the public good. And we can celebrate a strong record of 
how God has used us! 

But it remains crucial that we all live out the meaning 
of these principles and daily affirm, in word and deed, the 
inestimable worth of each person.    FT

bruCe J. CLeMenger is president of The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada. read more of his columns at 

www.theEFC.ca/clemenger. Please pray for our work. you 
can also support it financially at www.theEFC.ca/donate 

or toll-free 1-866-302-3362.

ThegatheringPlace   n   By BrUCE J. ClEMEnGEr

The sanctity of human life is a great example of a bib-
lical principle that relates to both everyday Christian 
lives and Canadian law. 

How it came to be argued in the Supreme Court of 
Canada in 1993 – and then affirmed in the court’s pre-
cedent-setting Rodriguez decision – is a wonderful story 
of collaboration.

Soon after I was hired by the EFC in 1992 I got a phone 
call from Jennifer Leddy of the Canadian Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, inviting the EFC to join an intervention 
before the Supreme Court on assisted suicide. 

The governing body of the EFC was actually set to meet 
the next day. Back then seeking intervener status in court 
was new to the EFC, but we got quick approval. 

A few weeks later I headed to Ottawa to discuss the in-
itial legal arguments with Leddy, Richard Haughian of the 
Catholic Health Association of Canada, and Robert Nadeau, 
a lawyer on the EFC’s Social Action Commission. 

We agreed the draft arguments were not sufficient, and we 
wondered how to instruct the law firm that would represent 
us. We all sat still, searching for wisdom. I recall breaking the 
silence and asking what arguments we should be making. 

Robert Nadeau started us off, and we spent the evening 
building the argument. We did not want the court to treat this 
as a strictly legal matter, but to see it for what it was – a deep 
and complex issue about the meaning of human life, and 
how we as a society will affirm and protect all human life. 

The criminal code is a moral code, and Canadian law 
should reflect the underlying principles that shape how we 
want to live as a nation. So we argued that the sanctity of hu-
man life was one of those basic principles upon which much 
of Canadian social and health policy has been established – 
and that allowing assisted suicide would undermine it.

We’re More Than 
What We Do
sustaining the principles that shape our 
laws and impact our lives.

Together for influence, impact and identity 
The Evangelical Fellowship of Canada is the national association of 
Evangelicals gathered together for influence, impact and identity 
in ministry and public witness. since 1964 the EFC has provided a 
national forum for Evangelicals and a constructive voice for biblical 
principles in life and society. Visit us at www.theEFC.ca.
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buying Sex Should be Criminal

The EFC released Out of Business: Prostitution in 
Canada – Putting an End to Demand in Decem-
ber (at www.theEFC.ca/OutOfBusiness). This 

comprehensive submission to government proposes a 
major reform to Canada’s prostitution laws, based on 
the Nordic model proven to reduce prostitution, human 
trafficking and organized crime. Several days later, the 
Supreme Court of Canada released its decision in the 
Bedford case, striking down Canada’s laws that prohibit 
activities related to prostitution. The EFC also hosted two 
screenings on Parliament Hill of the National Film Board 
documentary Buying Sex (www.nfb.ca/film/buying_sex) 
in partnership with Defend Dignity. These showings cre-
ated an opportunity for conversation about the need for 
changes to Canada’s prostitution laws with MPs, Senators 
and Parliament Hill staff.

What Happened at Presidents Day?
The latest issue of the EFC newsletter Canada Watch is 
now available at www.theEFC.ca/CanadaWatch. It starts 
off with “Presidents Day Includes Visit With Prime Minis-
ter.” You’ll also find answers to common questions donors 
ask, our regular update on Parliament Hill, a message 
from EFC President Bruce J. Clemenger and more.

Faith groups on Quebec Charter
The Canadian Interfaith Conversation, a gathering of 
senior representatives of the world’s faith groups, has 
signed a statement of concern about Quebec’s Charter 
of Values, especially about claims it will bring an atmos-
phere of neutrality. EFC President Bruce Clemenger was 
one of the signatories of the statement, available at www.
councilofchurches.ca.

Wea Celebrates Latin evangelicals, 
Mourns Mandela
The EFC’s global partner, The World Evangelical Alliance 
(WEA), is welcoming the establishment of a new Latin 
Evangelical Alliance (Alianza Evangélica Latina) formed 
in November. Pastor Alberto Solorzano of Honduras was 
appointed president of the group, designed to represent 
all Latin American evangelical alliances and strengthen 
evangelical unity among Spanish speakers.

As Africans mourned the death of Nelson Mandela in 
December, several WEA leaders also responded publicly 
with their reflections, and together called on “all people 
of goodwill to pray for the Mandela family and the nation 
of South Africa.”

Details on both these stories are available at www.
worldea.org/post/press.

eFC expert Speaks against Pornography
EFC policy analyst Julia Beazley recently addressed the 
need to protect children and youth from the violent re-
ality of Internet pornography. Her comments at www.
theEFC.ca/ActivateCFPL (scroll down to Nov. 20, 2013) 
reflect on her participation in an Ottawa panel on the 
harmful impact of pornography on society, children and 
youth. The panel, convened by MP Joy Smith, also fea-
tured Gail Dines, a prominent expert from Wheelock 
College in Boston.

Pray for north Korea
The EFC Religious Liberty Commission recently issued a 
prayer alert after 80 people were executed in North Korea, 
some accused of possessing a Bible. Read the latest alerts 
and sign up to receive them by email at www.theEFC.ca/
alerts.  FT

 

as part of the 50th anniversary 
celebrations at The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada, Faith Today 

will introduce members of the board of dir-
ectors (listed at www.theEFC.ca/board). 
We’ll start with a newcomer slated to take 
up her position in May 2014.
FT: What makes you want to sit on the 
eFC board?
KD: I interned with the EFC as a law stu-
dent several years ago, and since that time 
have remained very interested in its work. 
As a lawyer I am specifically interested in 
the public policy and religious freedom 
issues in which the EFC is involved.

I jumped at the opportunity to join the 
board because I truly believe in the work 
done by the EFC. It’s an organization to 

which I can make a meaningful 
contribution. 

My age and station in life en-
able me to share the perspective 
of my generation with the board.
FT: What’s the most important 
thing the eFC is doing these 
days, in your opinion?
KD: Bringing together many Can-
adian Evangelicals and speaking 
for them with one united voice 
on important issues.
FT: What do you think is the biggest 
challenge facing Canada right now?
KD: The preamble to our Charter states 
that our nation is founded upon prin-
ciples that recognize the “supremacy of 
God and the rule of law.” But Canada is 

facing a major challenge 
to this identity. The pro-
posed Charter of Values 
in Quebec is one example 
of the many challenges to 
the “supremacy of God.” 
The reality is that our 
nation is culturally and 
religiously diverse, and, as 
Canada moves forward, 
this notion will continue to 

be challenged.
The EFC is an important voice in help-

ing to answer the questions which shape 
our national identity. 
FT: Thanks, Kristin. May God bless 
your service on the board and be-
yond.

Meet the eFC board: Kristin Debs

Kristin Debs
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What has been your greatest joy in ministry?
Watching someone come alive in their spirit. It’s that 
moment when the heart light turns on and you remem-
ber why you are doing this.
your greatest struggle in ministry?
Journeying with people who refuse to live by God’s 
Word and thus end up struggling with the fruit of their 
disobedience. There is also the struggle to walk in great 
humility with these people, to see them through the 
eyes of Christ. Brokenness must 
mark our path as pastors. In this 
performance-based society that 
has crept into the Church, fulfilling 
God’s will through our lives is the 
most important calling. Understand-
ing that we are called to be faithful 
– to shepherd first.
What Christian book do you 
most often recommend to 
others to read?
Other than the Bible, Brennan Man-
ning’s Ruthless Trust: The Ragamuf-
fin’s Path to God (HarperCollins, 2000) because it power-
fully and commonly relates to many of our journeys in 
trusting God’s love for us. Trust is something we see 
broken everywhere in society. The church has an op-
portunity in the midst of all this distrust to show that we, 
through Christ, are trustworthy people of an authentic 
faith.
What do you think is the biggest opportunity 
available to the Canadian evangelical Church 
in the next ten years?
To accurately represent the love of Christ to our com-

munities. There are a lot of misperceptions about Christ 
today in society that are rooted in the misrepresenta-
tion by the Church, and the coming of age of another 
generation that has no biblical Christian memory (they 
have not been exposed to genuine Christians, therefore 
have no appreciation of the truth in Christ). The Church 
must break out of its traditions that are not Christ-cen-
tric and look for new ways to touch the culture around 
us in loving and compassionate ways.

What would you like the Can-
adian Church to know about 
the church and ministry in 
Claresholm, alberta?
Rural churches are losing and, in 
many cases, have lost this “next 
generation.” You can see it in the 
populace of the local church. In an 
effort to preserve our Christian herit-
age, we have allowed traditions that 
have isolated the generations – trad-
itions that are more about what we 
want rather than what Jesus would 

want. The greatest church is not made up of just youth 
and young adults or seniors, but is represented by the 
whole generational spectrum, and I sincerely believe 
this generation yearns for it. Therefore, there is a bunch 
of compromise on everybody’s part, but especially on 
the older church population, to embrace new ways to 
express our faith in Christ that will reach everyone by 
expressing His love. Change should not mean a loss of 
faith standards, but rather an embracing of new vehicles 
and modes to share our faith in a language society can 
understand.  FT

Q&a   n   CHATs WITH EFC AFFIlIATE PAsTors
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There are a lot 
of misperceptions 
about Christ today 
in society that are 

rooted in the 
misrepresentation 

by the Church.

Dion Mitchell has been the 
lead pastor of Claresholm 
Pentecostal Assembly for four 
years.  His wife susan and 
family of girls (Annalise, Emily 
and Ileana) keep life full as they 
minister in an older community 
of faith in southern Alberta 
ranch and farming country. 

Meet alberta Pastor 
Dion Mitchell
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“in the non-religious sense . . 
. to mean that human life is 
seen to have a deep intrinsic 
value of its own”) and “human 
dignity.” 

The EFC presented these 
two principles in 1993 in an 
assisted suicide case named 
after Sue Rodriguez. They 
became vital to the Supreme 
Court’s decision – and to its 
subsequent decision in a 2001 
euthanasia case named after 
Robert Latimer, another in which the EFC 
intervened.

These “Charter values,” as they’re 
called, were also important in an assisted 
suicide case decided last October in the 
B.C. Court of Appeal, another in which 
the EFC intervened. (That case is named 
after Lee Carter, who helped her mother 
Kay arrange an assisted suicide in Switz-
erland.)

Protecting human life is important to 
Evangelicals, because each person is cre-
ated by God in God’s image.

Over the decades the EFC has inter-
vened before the Supreme Court eight 
times in cases dealing with life. 

In one of these Harvard University was 
attempting to patent a genetically modi-
fied mouse. The EFC argued that allowing 
the patenting of animals would turn life 
into an object. We also argued that permit-
ting the first patent of a higher life form 
would establish a precedent that could 
have led to the genetic modification and 
patenting of human beings. Think about 
the biotechnology issues in the news to-
day, and the foresight required to make 
that argument in 2002! 

The EFC is also well known for strong 
and clear engagement on the topic of 

In December The Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada applied to make its 
25th appearance before the Supreme 

Court of Canada. The first time was 25 
years earlier in 1988, in a case dealing 
with the legal status of the child in the 
womb. 

Curiously, 25 is also the number of 
times the EFC has appeared in lower 
courts, primarily provincial and federal 
courts of appeal.

Some might think, amid all these 25th 
anniversaries, that we’ve either won or 
lost a lot of lawsuits. But the truth is dif-
ferent. 

While we might favour one side of a 
case or the other, we aren’t actually inter-
vening to help one party win. The EFC 
goes to court to win the advancement 
of biblical principles in practical legal 
application. And we seek to secure the 
continuing rights of Christians to live out 
our beliefs and practices in Canada.

In any court battle there are parties – 
the primary combatants. But groups such 
as the EFC that have an interest can also 
apply to intervene. 

A successful application must dem-
onstrate the decision in the case will 
have an impact on the applicant beyond 
simply the interest of the parties, that the 
applicant can bring a unique perspective 
to inform and benefit the court, and that 
the applicant has enough of the necessary 
expertise in the area to be of assistance.

The EFC has so far not been denied 
intervener status. We have proven we 
can meet these requirements, offer an 
informed national perspective and com-
municate in appropriate legal language.

So, a court decision that “goes in our 
favour” is one which accepts and advan-
ces the principles presented in our inter-
vention, sometimes regardless of which 
party appears to win.

Two of the principles our courts have 
accepted as underlying the Canadian 
Charter of Rights and Freedoms are “sanc-
tity of human life” (as the court stated, 

Protecting Human Life and religious Freedom
By Don Hutchinson

activateChangeyourWorld   n   FroM THE EFC’s CEnTrE For FAITH AnD PUBlIC lIFE

religious freedom. 
We have appeared 
before the Supreme 
Court nine times in 
cases challenging re-
ligious freedom.

Both the protec-
tion of life and reli-
gious freedom over-
lapped in one recent 
intervention, in a case 
named for Hassan 
Rasouli, a comatose 

man whose wife objected to his doctors’ 
desire to remove life support. When phys-
icians and family members disagree, the 
Supreme Court of Canada declared on 
October 18 of this year, a major medical 
decision should be referred to a dispute 
resolution body – where the patient’s reli-
gious beliefs must be considered. 

For the EFC the case wasn’t about 
keeping people alive indefinitely on ma-
chines or expense to the medical system. 
It was about the sanctity of life, human 
dignity, and respecting the religious be-
liefs and practices of patients.

The EFC argued from a track record 
established over two and a half decades 
of translating biblical principles into the 
language of the courts. Thanks to the sup-
port of many, we have been able to do so 
in a logical, sensible, accepted and influ-
ential way.  FT

DOn HuTCHInSOn is vice-president and 
general legal counsel with The Evangelical 

Fellowship of Canada and director of the 
EFC’s Centre for Faith and Public life. He 

blogs at www.theEFC.ca/activateCFPl. 
Please pray for our work. you can also 

support it financially at www.theEFC.ca/

donate or toll-free 1-866-302-3362.

The EFC will be in the supreme Court again 
soon, continuing a 25-year effort.

Don Hutchinson
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For details on the legal cases mentioned:
•   Rodriguez, Latimer and Carter: www.theEFC.ca/resourcesonEuthanasia
•   Harvard mouse: www.theEFC.ca/resourcesonGenetics
•   Rasouli: www.theEFC.ca/rasouli 
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M
y own recognition that the Christian 
way of life and service is a walk of 
weakness, as human strength gives 
out and only divine strength can sus-
tain and enable, may well be rooted 
in my youth. 

A solitary and rather somber 
child, I had to wear at school, for ten years, a black 
aluminum patch covering a hole in my head, the re-
sult of a road accident, and hence I was unable to play 

outdoor games. During those years 
I felt out of most of what mattered, 
which is of course one form of the 
feeling of weakness.

This sense of things, sinful as 
it is in many ways, has hovered 
in the background throughout 
my life, and it has certainly been 
deepened over the past three 
years by the experience of a hip 
disintegrating (two years of hob-
bling and wobbling discomfort, 
leading to a year of steady but 
slow recovery from its surgical 
replacement). 

I was told that since the surgery was invasive, its 
initial impact would be to shock the system – like be-
ing knocked down in the street by a truck – and full 
recovery for mind and body would take time, with crea-
tivity (in my case, power to write) at first noticeably in 
abeyance. 

During these three years, my firsthand awareness 
of physical and cognitive weakness has grown, as has 
my acquaintance with Satan’s skill in generating gloom 
and discouragement. My appreciation of 2 Corinthians 
has also grown, as I have brooded on the fact that Paul 
had been there before me.

Weakness and Vocation 
Weakness is a state of inadequacy, or insufficiency, in 
relation to some standard or ideal to which we desire to 
conform. It takes many forms. There is physical weak-
ness, which keeps us from excelling in sports; there is 
weak health, which makes us vulnerable to all sorts of 
diseases; weak capacity limits us as employees, busi-
ness people, and entrepreneurs; weakness of memory 
keeps us from becoming top-notch teachers or man-
agers; weakness of character unfits us to be leaders, 
parents, trainers, team captains, and perhaps team 
members too; and so on.

Subjectively, the sense of being weak, which the 
weak yet intelligent person can hardly avoid, generates 
feelings of inferiority – the Charlie Brown syndrome – 
and of uselessness and worthlessness, along with conse-
quent gloom and depression – not at all happy feelings 
to live with. The sense of weakness casts a cloud over 
one’s existence. 

In this fallen world, where original sin in the form of 
pride, ambitious independence, and deep-level egocen-
tricity has infected everyone, we all crave to be admired 
for strength in something, and the expectation that it is 
not going to happen makes one feel like a punctured 

Do Christians have a different approach to weakness in a world 
that values independence and strength? Evangelical theologian 
J.I. Packer, author of the classic book Knowing God and profes-
sor at regent College in Vancouver since 1979, draws wisdom on 
this issue from 2 Corinthians in his latest book Weakness Is the 
Way (Crossway, 2012). As he nears the end of his own life (he was 
born in 1926), he also explains how he has personally struggled 
with weakness in recent years.          By J.I. Packer

like Being knocked Down  in the street by a Truck
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balloon and plants bitterness in one’s heart. 
The gospel message, however, calls on us all to be 

realistic in facing and admitting our sinfulness, our 
weaknesses, our actual transgressions, and our conse-
quent guilt before God; 
and then it addresses us, 
in God’s name, substan-
tially as follows:

Look to Christ as your 
loving Sin-Bearer and living Lord. Embrace him as your 
Savior and Master. And then in his presence resolve 
to leave behind the old life of conscious self-service, 
marred as it was by bitterness, self-pity, envy of others, 
and feelings of failure, in order that you may become his 

faithful – that is, faith-full – disciple, living henceforth 
by his rules under his care. 

Love Christ, in unending gratitude for his unend-
ing love to you. Labor to please him in everything you 

do. Let his love con-
strain, compel, com-
mand, comfort, and 
control you constantly, 
and, like Paul, stop re-

garding human approval as in any way important. 
(Earlier he wrote to the Corinthians, “With me it is a 
very small thing that I should be judged by you . . . . It 
is the Lord who judges me,” 1 Cor. 4:3–4). Live and love 
the way Paul did before you, and aspiring eagerness 

like Being knocked Down  in the street by a Truck

We all crave to be admired 
for strength in something.
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will replace gloom and apathy in your heart.
Lean on Christ and rely on him to supply through 

the Holy Spirit all the strength you need for his ser-
vice, no matter how weak unhappy circumstances and 
unfriendly people may be making you feel at present. 
As part of his response to being berated as “weak” by 
the Corinthians and their “superapostles,” Paul reveals 
that Christ has set him to live with an unhealed “thorn” 
(pain, disability) in his body and has told him, “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect 
in weakness” (2 Cor. 12:7–9). 

We need thus to take to heart his triumphant con-
cluding comment on this aspect of his life situation: 
“Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly of my weak-
nesses, so that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me. For 
the sake of Christ, then, I am 
content with weaknesses, 
insults, hardships, persecu-
tions, and calamities. For 
when I am weak, then I am 
strong” (vv. 9–10). 

So lean on Christ, the lover of your soul, as Paul did, 
and in all your ongoing weakness, real as it is, you too 
will be empowered to cope and will be established in 
comfort and joy.

We should recognize that the fierce and somewhat 
disabling pain with which Christ in due course required 
Paul to live, and which Paul clearly accepted as a weak-
ness that would be with him to his dying day, had in 
view less the enriching of his ministry than the fur-
thering of his sanctification. 

The clues are there: Paul refers to increase of hu-
mility in face of privileged revelations (12:7), deepened 
dependence on Christ in face of Satanic discourage-
ments and distractions (vv. 7–9), and a robust readiness 
to welcome whatever other forms of suffering might 
come his way in the future (v. 10). He demonstrates 
a sustained recognition that feeling weak in oneself is 
par for the course in the Christian life and therefore 
something one may properly boast about and be con-
tent with (vv. 6, 9–10). 

In this, Paul models the discipleship, spiritual matur-
ity, and growth in grace that all believers are called to 
pursue. When the world tells us, as it does, that every-
one has a right to a life that is easy, comfortable, and 
relatively pain-free, a life that enables us to discover, dis-
play, and deploy all the strengths that are latent within 
us, the world twists the truth right out of shape. 

That was not the quality of life to which Christ’s 
calling led him, nor was it Paul’s calling, nor is it what 
we are called to in the twenty-first century. For all Chris-
tians, the likelihood is rather that as our discipleship 
continues, God will make us increasingly weakness-
conscious and pain-aware, so that we may learn with 

Paul that when we are conscious of being weak, then 
– and only then – may we become truly strong in the 
Lord. And should we want it any other way? What do 
you think?

Christ and the Christian’s Hoping
The Bible speaks directly to our weakness, setting 
before those who are Christ’s a destiny that reaches 
beyond this world to a kaleidoscope of wonders, enrich-
ments, and delights to which it gives the generic name 
“glory.” This destiny is big and exciting, and the New 
Testament writers show that they felt it to be so. 

As having something big and exciting to look forward 
to – a major family holiday, 
say – will keep children alert 
and on tiptoe for quite some 
time before it happens, so 
the big and exciting future 
for Christ’s faithful disciples 
that Paul looked forward to 
undoubtedly kept him at full 
apostolic stretch through all 
the adverse experiences to 

which he alludes in 2 Corinthians.
Indeed the New Testament writers as a body, with 

the Lord Jesus himself, clearly expect this promised des-
tiny to bring excitement and awe and amazement and 
joy into the hearts of all Christian people. 

2 Corinthians is a good example. For all that Paul 
is writing out of a situation of weakness and, without 
doubt, a sense of weakness more intense than we meet 
in any other of his letters, he is not lapsing into self-pity 
or voicing gloom and doom, but he is expressing his 
sense of ongoing triumph in Christ in face of all ob-
stacles. And he is declaring his sure and certain hope 
of glory when his course through this world reaches 
its end. 

It is this hope for his personal future – a hope which, 
to echo Bunyan’s Mr. Stand-fast, lies as a glowing coal 
at his heart – that determines his attitude toward all the 
pressures of the present.

supernaturalized living
We are on our way home, and home will be glorious. 
And contemplating that glory, however inadequately 
we do it, will brace minds and hearts to resist the weak-
ening effect, the down-drag into apathy and despair, 
that pain, hostility, discouragement, isolation, con-
tempt, and being misunderstood – and all the rest of 
the suffering – might naturally have on us otherwise.

Ministers of Christ will keep on keeping on, no mat-
ter what. The watching world may well wonder where 
they find the energy to do so, but the puzzlement of 
outsiders is no concern of theirs. What animates and 
propels them is the power of their hope as they “look 
not to the things that are seen but to the things that are 

We shall be given 
a new dwelling 

place, new clothes, 
and a new home 

life in the company 
of our lord.
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unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but 
the things that are unseen are eternal” (4:18).

This is how, by grace, the God of grace supernatural-
izes the natural, bodily, mortal life of all who through 
faith are in Christ, united 
to him by the Holy Spirit 
for endless power and joy. 
God-taught hoping leads 
to God-given strength-
ening. When, humanly, we are weak, then in the Lord 
we are strong. So it was for the apostles and their col-
leagues two millennia ago, and so it can and should be 
today for you and me. 

What is it, then, that we have to look forward to? 
Second Corinthians 5:1–8 sets before us in picture lan-
guage that aspect of our hope which will counter, cancel, 
and consign to far-off memory “this light momentary 
affliction” – bad health, crippled limbs, bodily pains; 
minds, memories, relationships, personal circumstances 
all going downhill; insults, cruelties, and whatever else. 

This hope fills us with wondering joy that every-
thing can be so good. We shall be given a new dwelling 
place, says Paul, new clothes, and a new home life in 
the company of our Lord. It sounds marvelous, and so 
indeed it is.

None of us knows as yet what it will be like, experi-

entially, to leave this world. But one day we shall all 
have to do that, and it is wonderful to know that some-
where in the process of transition out of the body into 
the next world, Christ himself will meet us, so that we 

may expect his face to be 
the first thing we become 
aware of in that new order 
of life into which we will 
have moved. 

Looking forward to this is the hope that will sustain 
us, as evidently it sustained Paul, while we grow older 
and our weaknesses, limitations, and thorns in the flesh 
increase. “So we are always of good courage” (2 Cor. 5:6). 
May it ever be so.   FT

Through a special arrangement, the complete book 
Weakness Is the Way is available free with each new 
subscription to Faith Today purchased in January and 
February 2014. Visit www.faithtoday.ca/subscriptions 
or call 1-866-302-3362. 

J.I. PaCKer is the board of governors’ professor of 
theology at regent College in Vancouver, B.C. This es-
say adapted from Weakness Is the Way by J.I. Packer, 
©2013. Used by permission of Crossway, a publishing 
ministry of Good news Publishers (www.crossway.org). 

When I am weak, then 
I am strong.
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Being Made strong on   the strength of the lord

In an exclusive interview 
with Faith Today, Vancouver 
theologian J.I. Packer talks 
with senior editor Karen 
Stiller about weakness, being 
God centred, euthanasia – and 
old-fashioned typewriters.
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FT: In your recent book Weakness Is the Way you men-
tion you have few years left. You write, “We are on 
our way home, and home will be glorious.” Are your 
thoughts turning heavenward? What do you anticipate 
or fear about your earthly life coming to an end?
JP: I don’t think I have an impressive answer. I live a 
day at a time. I hope and pray that I shall be left in this 
world as long as I can be useful – useful to the Church, 
to Christian individuals, useful to the glory of God. 

I have no idea how long that will be. I’m in very good 
health at the moment. I believe my proper concern is with 
living a day at a time and making the most of each day 
for usefulness. 

I have lived long enough, by the way, to realize that use-
fulness is much more profoundly a matter of the kind of 
person you are than of the 
particular things you do. 

When you are young 
you tend to think of use-
fulness entirely as the 
things you do. All through 
the years, however, stead-
ily God has been reminding me that what I am is funda-
mental to what I do, and is really much more important 
than what I do. 

That’s the perspective that I live with and relax with, 
and I try on a day-to-day basis to ensure that I am what 
I claim to be, what I need to be. That is a concern which 
I find keeps me God-centred and Christ-centred in my 
concerns in living rather than self-centred.
FT: As I listened to your answer, I thought that the world 
really defines our worth by what we do, but I’m wonder-
ing if the Church is any better? 
JP: I think that in the Church it’s the quality of relations 
that count, and that ought to be central to our concerns – 
relationship with God and with each other. I’ve just read 
for the first time, and the book has been on the shelves for 
some years, The Jesus Creed by Scot McKnight. He writes 
that Jesus focused the life to which He calls us into loving 
God and our neighbour. The book goes through a whole 
series of specifics along that line. I rejoiced in the book. 
[Editor’s note: (Paraclete Press, 2004).]

I found myself in tune with it, and it was in tune with 
where I am these days. When I go around to churches, I 
get the strong feeling that we aren’t taking love as our pri-
mary calling anything as seriously as we should – which 
I now diagnose as immaturity rather than perversity. 

In our churches we are juvenile in many ways at 
points where we ought to be adult. We’re the victims 
actually of the world’s conviction that your significance 
depends entirely on what you do and not at all on who 

you are. That creeps into us without our noticing it. It 
doesn’t get challenged very often in preaching, in Bible 
study groups – not as far as I can see. 

And if you hold to that idea that what you do is what 
counts, it does keep you juvenile. It keeps you from real 
spiritual development at a deep level. 

It lets pharisaism in through the back door into your 
life and into the life of the congregation. The essence of 
pharisaism, the taproot, is the thought that what you do 
is what counts, and any challenge to that assumption 
is scandalous. A lot of us are living with much more of 
that assumption, making us tick more than we realize. 
FT: In your book you describe how God’s strength is 
made perfect in our weakness. I’m wondering how that 
has manifested itself in your own life? 

JP: The experience of 
physical limitation as I 
waited for my hip surgery 
was what got me going on 
the theme of weakness as 
day after day I lived with 
that, waiting for surgery. 

It set me going on the weakness theme, and I high-
lighted it in my book as a hook to catch the reader’s 
interest. Writers do this, and the impression left is that 
when we think about weakness, Packer is leading us 
to think about our own physical conditions and our 
limitations, but that is not what the book is supposed 
to be about. The book is supposed to be about being 
made strong on the strength of the Lord, the fact that 
the hope in which we live is an enormous strengthener. 

I hope that readers are getting that message. 
I want to help people, that’s my edification concern, 

and I don’t talk about myself in a way that merely gener-
ates human interest and stops there. 

Having said all that, the experiences I have had, they 
are experiences of help, God helping me to do things 
I didn’t think I could do. When I was called to a life of 
pastoral ministry, I was very clear I was no good with 
young kids. That’s a weakness, and I felt I had been 
assured God would be alright with that. 

In pastoral ministry generally I had often felt ap-
prehensive. I go to visit people who I know are dealing 
with problems I know I don’t have to deal with. 

The Lord, as a matter of fact, has helped me in all 
sorts of things, all through my career. 

The essence of weakness, as I understand it, is that 
you feel you are in a situation that is beyond you in some 
ways. The Good Lord has been helping me with this and 
that constantly over the years, but the this-and-that is 
really the thrill of achieving the things I believe He was 
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The essence of weakness 
is that you feel you are 

in a situation that is 
beyond you in some ways. 
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calling me to attempt, but at the same time I didn’t feel 
I was up to. That has covered lots of things, and books, 
and articles I suppose, things I have written where I felt 
I had to tackle it, but I didn’t think I could bring it off. 
FT: Euthanasia is something Canadians talk about and 
debate more and more. There seems to be a growing sense 
that people who consider themselves physically and even 
mentally and spiritually weak have the right to choose 
to end their own lives at a time of their choosing. You’ve 
written a book that challen-
ges readers to see times or 
conditions of weakness as 
a time to experience God’s 
faithfulness. What are your 
thoughts on euthanasia?
JP: I have a strong belief that euthanasia is a form of 
self-indulgence that is not to be encouraged, that in fact 
is ruled out by the biblical view of life as a valuable gift 
of God to be preserved as long as in the providence of 
God it can be. 

When I say life, I don’t just mean the heartbeat and 
all that goes with it. I’m talking about being a person 
alive, and that makes me more flexible on some issues 
where it isn’t euthanasia, but keeping a machine go-
ing so the heart keeps beating although the person is 
gone – 999 times out of 1,000 the medical people can 
be absolutely certain that the person is gone. That’s 
one thing that God in His providence makes possible.

When you are that certain the person is gone, then 
it seems to me the appropriate thing is to turn off the 
machine and let the body follow the person. 

But as for euthanasia, people wanting permission 
publicly and with professional help to commit painless 
suicide in order to escape what they regard as intoler-
able suffering, I have a very different view. 

Life is good. 
It’s a good thing to behold the light of the sun, and it 

seems to me that as long as the person can stay with us as 
a person relationally and in conversation and in personal 
rapport if nothing else, then that person’s responsibility 
before God is to cherish the life that God has given. 
FT: What do we miss out on as humans when we choose 
to exit life early because we are suffering and weak?
JP: The flight from pain and physical limitations of one sort 
or another is always and everywhere spiritually unhealthy. 

It’s a form of self-indulgence which cannot be justified 
by those who believe in the wide providence of God. 

I don’t think that the first thought ought to be [about] 
what I might miss if I terminate my life at my own dis-
cretion. The first thought ought to be, “God has given 
me my life. He’s given it to me for service in doxology, 
praise, in service of others, in doing what you can for 
them, in saying what you can to sustain them.” 

The general truth that pain is regularly part of the 
learning discipline of God is a truth that I hope my 
book makes clear, and certainly which I wish to make 

clear whenever my ministry calls on me to talk about it. 
I put it that way because I don’t think I’m preoccu-

pied with pain as a concern to write about. I’m really 
not qualified to do that. 

I think we are going through a very self-indulgent 
phase in Western culture. Nobody enjoys pain, so people 
naturally grab at freedom from pain in any shape or form 
and are preoccupied in doing that. Quite apart from what 
we know about the Bible, pain does actually strengthen 

the self in the ordinary hu-
man self. You learn to live 
with it, you learn to be pa-
tient with it. You learn to 
love in spite of it. 
FT: Can a Christian who 

served the Lord their entire life still be filled with fear 
and sadness near the point of dying? Can great fear co-
exist with the great hope you write about?
JP: Cautiously, I agree with that. My caution lies in the 
fact that fear isn’t always a rational apprehension of 
something rough that one knows about and knows is 
coming. Like fear in the trenches, fear can also take the 
form of shrinking back from the unknown. 

In some cases the more you know about what was 
previously unknown, the less you’re going to fear. 

I think that has been the problem all through the 20th 
century, that very many Christians in very many churches 
– I include Evangelicals, indeed I highlight the evangelical 
church in particular – all through the 20th century to the 
present, have put a tremendous amount of emphasis on 
the fact that once you are Christ’s it is joy, victory, triumph 
over things you felt you could never cope with, the ex-
perience of near miracles, remarkable providences where 
God shows His hand and makes it clear to you He’s on 
your side. All of that comes out in our preaching and in 
the books we write for each other to read. 

In comparison, very little is said and thought about 
the hope of glory, the vision of God and the communion 
with Christ that await us all. Because believe it or not, 
the Lord Jesus being God as well as man is able to make 
himself present to any number of millions of people who 
are His, and each of us will feel, I’m quite sure, that all 
through eternity we will have His undivided attention. 

I find that a wonderful thought to juggle with, quite 
frankly. 

We simply haven’t talked through and therefore 
looked forward as Christians to the glory that lies be-
yond this world. 

When people have lived all their lives on a standard 
evangelical diet and they know that leaving this world 
is coming near, and they’ve never been taught how to 
think and prepare for it, you can’t wonder that they are 
afraid, simply because they don’t know. 

The New Testament enables us to know in general 
terms quite a bit about the sort of experience it’s going to 
be, even though we can’t imagine the specifics. Just like 

The flight from pain 
and physical limitations 
is spiritually unhealthy. 
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we can’t imagine the resurrection bodies in which we 
will be experiencing the specifics – experiences that will 
bring joy, that will bring us a sense of our being loved, 
that we will be stronger than we have ever known in this 
world, and more permanent too. The sense that this is 
what we were made for, the sense that this is wonderful 
and I don’t want it to ever stop. Well, it never will stop. 

All of that is, it seems to me, very clear in the New 
Testament. Fellowship with the saints who are with 
us is going to be wonderful, just as fellowship with the 
Saviour is going to be wonderful. 

One can’t imagine the specifics. I may say that the 
boldest and fullest attempt ever made was by Richard 
Baxter the Puritan in 1650 in his first book The Saints’ 
Everlasting Rest. I’ve gone through it with some care. I 
sometimes go back to it. He wonderfully conveys the 
sense that it’s going to be wonderful. 
FT: Dr. Packer, what do you wish you knew about God 
as a young man that you know now?
JP: This is I think a scholar’s answer to the question, 
rather than the ordinary Joe, having discovered after 
decades of neglect how good the Fathers are, the Chris-
tian writers for the first six Christian centuries. I wish 
that I hadn’t been prejudiced against them at the begin-
ning of my Christian life. 

There is so much that is helpful in the [Early Church] 

Fathers, because of the focus on the health-giving realities 
of worship, prayer, fellowship with God. The Fathers are 
just very strong on that aspect of things because the New 
Testament is very strong on that aspect of things. 

They were very God-centred, very Christ-centred, 
and very strong minded in their recognition that in the 
Christian life you never know what is coming. 

For some of us it’s actually going to be martyrdom 
that may be what is coming for us. And it doesn’t make 
a difference. Think of the glory of heaven, until the time 
comes for God to summon us to heaven. 

Make sure your life here is one of love of neighbor 
and love of God. We are a flabby lot in comparison.
FT: In the very moving video promotion of your book, 
we see you writing on an old-fashioned typewriter. Do 
you really work on a typewriter? 
JP: I have the last typewriter to be manufactured all 
metal and that is what I write on.
FT: You’re kidding.
JP: No I am not. In the last era of typewriters the bodies 
were made of plastic. That was planned obsolescence 
with a vengeance. The plastic warped, the type got out 
of line. What I produce still looks like the product of 
a new typewriter and it’s the best part of 40 years old. 
Well…you said that.
FT: Dr. Packer, thank you so much.  FT
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J
anet loves jewellery. A bright 
bracelet catches her eye, she 
slaps down her credit card. A 
necklace that goes with the new 
top she purchased last week – 

hers. Earrings to match? Got them.
The problem is that Janet (not her 

real name) can’t afford all that bling. Nor 
can she afford the high-definition TV she 
watches, or all the shoes that line her 
closet floor.

Is Janet unusual? Apart from per-
haps her spending priorities, not really. 
Although most Canadians think twice 
before spending big amounts – renovat-

ing the kitchen, say, or buying a car – 
too many of us are out of control when 
it comes to spending money we don’t 
have, on things we don’t need. And that 
means debt. Lots of it. The average Can-
adian consumer debt in 2013 was more 
than $27,000. Add in mortgages and that 
amount leaps by about $100,000. In total 
Canadians now spend $1.65 for every dol-
lar they make.

The bad news for the Church is that 
Christians are no different from the rest of 
the population. One study shows that 2.3 
per cent of average monthly income goes 
to charity, and 9.8 per cent goes to paying 

off interest on consumer debt.
The good news is that something is be-

ing done about this imbalance between 
spending and income as Christian finan-
cial advisors take a compassionate and 
biblical approach to helping others.

“One of the things we have to do is take 
back the conversation about money,” says 
Jan Kupecz, executive director of Canadian 
National Christian Foundation (www.
cncf.ca). “The Bible says an awful lot about 
money.” (Indeed, Crown Financial Min-
istries has compiled a comprehensive list 
of 2,350 biblical references to money in a 
document 139 pages long.) “But we’re not 
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hearing an awful lot about it.”
A 2009 Crown Financial survey (www.

crowncanada.ca) showed a third of Can-
adian pastors had not preached on money 
in the past year. Yet 98 
per cent of people in the 
pews indicated they be-
lieve the Church should 
be teaching biblical prin-
ciples about money and 
finances, while only 32 
per cent of churchgoers 
had heard teaching on the subject more 
than once in the last 12 months.

Although there might be many rea-
sons for getting into debt – student loans, 
marital breakdown, illness, bad invest-
ments – most people get there by living 
beyond their means. And society – which 
is “driven by consumerism,” says Kupecz 
– does not help. Credit cards are too easy 
to obtain. And the banks, which used to 
be conduits for saving, Kupecz notes, are 
now conduits for debt. “When you go into 
a bank and have a financial issue, what 
they do is exchange one debt for another.”

CNCF, with headquarters in Ottawa, was 
incorporated in 2001 as a way of “connecting 
God’s money with God’s work.” From that 
organization Advisors with Purpose (AWP), 
a discipleship network of Christian financial 
advisors, was developed. 

Canada’s burgeoning debt load has led 
to a new initiative by AWP – Debt Freedom 
Centres, where debt-laden Canadians can 
go for financial counselling. Several have al-
ready been set up in the Ottawa area, as well 
as other parts of Ontario, Alberta and British 
Columbia. For $200 a month, a church – or 
group of churches working together – can 
get enough training and resources from 
CNCF to offer free volunteer counselling to 
anyone in the community who needs it.

Janet hasn’t yet learned to deal with her 
debt, but many others are realizing they 
can do something about it, if they only get 
the right help.

About 20 years ago Fred Brogan was in 
the military and living from one paycheque 
to the next. He asked the Lord for “know-
ledge of money.” When invited to become 
a director of a company, he leapt in, turned 
over his life savings and co-signed for his 
partners. “They took the equity and left 
town,” he says, laughing at the memory. 
But he has no regrets. “If it wasn’t for that, 

I wouldn’t be where I am right now.”
Although he was up to $200,000 in 

the hole, Brogan managed to pay off his 
debts without going bankrupt, learning 

about money man-
agement on the way. 
Now the owner of his 
own financial services 
company, the Em-
pirical Group (www.
empiricalgroup.ca) in 
Kingston, Ont., Brogan 

has been helping people with their money 
issues for two decades. A member of AWP, 
Brogan is determined to make Kingston 

Canada’s first debt-free city, a goal he be-
lieves God gave to him. 

Canadians across the economic con-
tinuum are challenged by personal debt. A 
Statistics Canada survey from 2012 discov-
ered people with higher education levels, 
higher incomes, and better knowledge of 
the financial world actually have higher 
levels of debt, partly because of heavy 
mortgages.

At the lower end of the scale, those on 
government assistance struggle just to buy 
groceries. Nicole Bade, a young Hamilton, 
Ont., woman who had to drop out of col-
lege because of an injury, defaulted on her 

How to get (and Stay) Out of Debt

W
hile many advisors would tell you to consolidate your debts into one 
megaloan and chip away at it, or tackle the biggest one first, Jan 
kupecz, executive director of Canadian national Christian Foundation, 

warns that can be overwhelming and discouraging. she comes at it from the op-
posite direction, which she calls the “snowball” approach: Get rid of the smallest 
debt first. That way you can claim a victory – however small – and be inspired to 
move on to the next debt.

no matter how big or small your income, it is vital to build a budget and stick 
to it, says Helen Johnson, national director of Christians Against Poverty (CAP) 
Canada. sometimes that means having a coach with whom you can check in 
regularly for encouragement and advice.

Other ideas:
•	 Put	a	freeze	on	your	spending	–	literally.	Fred	Brogan	of	the	Empirical	Group	

suggests dropping your credit card into a soup can of water and freezing it to 
avoid emotional or impulse spending, thawing it only when you really need it.

•	 Build	up	a	“Murphy	account”	of	$2,000	to	$5,000	(in	a	fund	that	is	not	easily	
accessible) for the time when something goes wrong – a major car repair or a 
furnace breakdown, for example.

•	 Plan	ahead	for	big	purchases,	such	as	a	vacation	or	even	a	new	car.	“We’ve	
bought into the bill of goods that says the only way you can buy a car is by get-
ting a loan,” says kupecz, who advocates long-term planning and saving instead.

•	 Tell	the	people	close	to	you	if	you	are	in	trouble,	advises	Nicole	Bade,	who	has	
been benefited from CAP. “It’s a first step, because maybe the people close to 
you can give you the resources.”

•	 Make	your	intentions	public.	At	least	let	friends	and	family	know	you	are	tack-
ling your debt.

•	 Stop	going	into	stores	and	reading	flyers,	says	Brogan.	“Marketing	is	very	
powerful today.” But if you stay out of the shopping mall and avoid looking at 
glitzy flyers, the desire to buy what you don’t need will be curbed.
For more information, check out these websites: 

•	 www.advisorswithpurpose.ca	and	its	Freedom	Initiative	
•	 www.morethanenough.ca	with	Lynn	Fraser,	who	also	hosts	a	radio	program	

called Financial Fitness.
•	 www.capcanada.org	and	www.crowncanada.ca.	
•	 For	lots	of	small	ideas	that	can	make	a	difference,	go	to	www.dumblittleman.

com or google “Christian frugal living” for a wealth of tips.  FT                 –DF

Most people 
get into debt 

by living beyond 
their means.
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rent and couldn’t pull herself up. “I was 
frustrated, I was upset, I kept on beating 
myself up,” she says. When her rent cheque 
bounced, “I felt I couldn’t tell anybody.”

Her compassionate landlady at the 
Christian-based housing complex where 
she lives suggested she contact Christians 
Against Poverty (CAP) Canada. Though 
it was difficult, she took the first step, and 
that has made all the difference. “The 
people close to me have seen a dramatic 
change in me,” she says.

When the CAP volunteer coach as-
signed to help Bade visited her apartment, 
“I had no food in my fridge. I hadn’t eaten 
for two or three days.” The volunteer re-
turned later that day with “a cart full of 
food,” stocked her fridge and worked out 
a budget with her.

CAP (www.capcanada.org) was start-
ed in Britain about 17 years ago by John 
Kirkby, who had lost everything but began 
a new life when he came to faith. “We had 
so many phone calls from [Canadian] 
church leaders saying, ‘We have massive 
debt problems,’” says Helen Johnson, 
who worked for CAP in the UK for seven 
years. After numerous pleas from pastors, 
CAP opened a Canadian office in Hamil-
ton last March, with Johnson as national 
director. CAP Canada now partners with 
41 churches and has trained 82 money 
coaches across Canada. 

The need is “absolutely massive,” 
says Johnson, quoting statistics that say 
50 per cent of Canadians worry about 
money. And the results of indebtedness 
can be dire, sometimes resulting in mari-

tal breakdown and even suicide. CAP is 
unabashedly Christian in its approach. 
Every phone call and visit ends with an 
offer to pray. If clients aren’t interested 
in hearing about God, “We respect that,” 
says Johnson. “Ninety per cent of the time 
they say yes.”

While people and their money prob-
lems are similar everywhere, Johnson has 
seen some worse situations here than in 
Britain, because the level of government as-
sistance for the poor is lower. She has met 
clients with only $50 available for food each 
month, after rent and utilities are paid.

CAP coaches not only help clients with 
budgeting, they also meet very practical 
needs. Johnson tells of one woman whose 
house was trashed by tenants who didn’t pay 
the rent, putting her behind in her mortgage 
payments. Some volunteers from a CAP-
associated church cleaned up her property, 
while others took her out for coffee. It was a 
very direct way of showing Jesus’ love.

With her coach’s help Nicole Bade 
follows a strict budget, carefully distribut-
ing the $147 a month left after her rent is 
paid by Ontario Works. “If I don’t have 
that treat money, there’s no treat for me.” 
It is hard, but Bade is determined. “I never 
want to get myself into that again.”  FT

Debra FIeguTH of kingston, ont., is a 
senior writer with Faith Today.

A 
view of spending that is not God-centred would 
suggest that if we earn money, we get to decide how 
to spend it. But from a Christian perspective we are 

using resources God has entrusted to us. “He owns it all,” 
Fred Brogan of the Empirical Group points out. “We’re stew-

ards of it.”
That means every spending 

decision is a spiritual one, says Jan 
kupecz, executive director of Can-
adian national Christian Foundation. 
“It indicates your priorities and your 
understanding of your role as steward. 
spending decisions are an indication 
of where you place your faith.”

The consumer-driven society in 
which we live pressures people to 

believe more in material satisfaction than spiritual content-
ment. “Even some Christians,” notes Helen Johnson, national 
director of Christians Against Poverty, “have lost that [idea 
of]being content in what God has given us. We want to have 
something new, something more and something better.”

kupecz suggests asking why before making a purchase. 
Why spend the money on this item? “What does shopping 
fulfil in a person? Will enough ever be enough?” rather than 
letting possessions shape our identity, Christians need to 
be reminded that “our identity is in God.”

If spending has gone beyond our means and we are in 
debt, the issues become even deeper. Debt makes us slaves 
to the lenders, it says in Proverbs 22:7. “It eats away at our 
trust in God,” says kupecz.

Debt can affect so many other things in our lives, she 
points out. It can eat away at our peace of mind, leading to 
depression and hopelessness, and it can harm our family 
relationships. And even though debt itself might not be a 
sin, “It ushers in other sins – lying to cover up spending, 
cheating, gambling.”

“The Bible says we cannot serve both God and money,” 
kupecz adds. “It is one or the other. Debt makes us serve money, 
it binds us to itself and does not leave us free to serve God.”

Debt also affects our ability to be generous to others and 
give back to God. “We already tend to give from our leftovers,” 
she says. “With debt there are no leftovers.”  FT       –DF

The Spiritual Side of Spending

Jan Kupecz
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Rita Prins spotted Alice from a distance. 
The thin, young woman sat on the 
ground with a baby, her back resting 

against a mud hut. “I could see that she was 
very sick, and as we drew closer I could see 
that the baby she was holding was limp and 
also very ill. Both were HIV positive and 
struggling to live.” Prins was asked to pray 
for Alice, but found herself choked up with 
tears and at a complete loss for words.

“It was at that moment that I knew I 
needed to commit my life to helping the 
orphan and the widow, and to allow God 
to work through me, to touch their lives in 
whatever way He leads,” remembers Prins.

That encounter was her introduction 
to Africa. But her journey to that dusty 
Malawian slum began two years earlier 
when she heard Jim Cantelon, director 
of VisionLedd (www.visionledd.com), 

speak at People’s Church in Toronto. She 
remembers a moment of clarity, realiz-
ing she needed to live her life differently. 
VisionLedd is a ministry reaching out to 
orphans, widows and others affected by 
HIV/AIDS, and at that moment Cantelon 
was considering a new program aimed at 
empowering women specifically.

That was the 1990s, and Prins, a med-
ical lab technologist, knew about the es-

Change a woman’s life, and often her family and community change along with 
it. Canadian ministries are strategically and compassionately engaging with 
women around the world. Here is the story of three distinct ministries with a 
heart for women – and how they enable positive change.        By Alex Newman

Canadian Ministries 
Empowering Women Overseas

rita Prins assists with the Mngwangwa widows’ group in Malawi.
PHoTo: VIsIonlEDD
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calating AIDS epidemic. Heavyhearted 
about the fate of vulnerable African girls, 
she connected with Cantelon. It was Prins’ 
Malawi trip that launched WOW (Women 
for Orphans & Widows) with the goal of 
working with local 
(African) churches 
to help widows form 
support networks for 
access to better nutri-
tion and income-gen-
erating activities, so 
they could “initiate 
change and become an influential force 
for good in their communities,” Prins says. 
“When a woman has money and a strong 
faith, she can influence her children and 
the greater community.”

But when a mother dies, her children are 
left without a caregiver and so begins a cycle 
of poverty, shorter life spans and lack of edu-
cation. That reality is the foundation of Dr. 
Jean Chamberlain Froese’s work in Uganda, 
and her founding in 2005 of Save the Mothers 
(STM, online at www.savethemothers.org). 
STM aims to radically reduce the hundreds 
of thousands of preventable maternal deaths 
that occur yearly in Sub-Saharan Africa. It’s 
not just about the death of the mother and 
the baby she is carrying, Chamberlain Froese 
explains, but also the other children she has 
left behind, thus deepening the tragedy.

As an obstetrician working in Uganda 
for the past several years, Chamberlain Fro-
ese has observed three delays that contrib-
ute to maternal deaths. There’s the delay 
to seek care because a mother in trouble 

needs money and 
permission from 
her husband; the 
delay to secure 
transportation on 
overcrowded buses; 
and the delay in 
medical attention 

because basic meds or blood transfusion 
supplies at hospitals have run out, or un-
paid midwives do not show up.

Infrastructure can only change, though, 
if leaders are first aware of the issues and 
then willing to address the social and cul-
tural causes, she adds. Ugandan MP Sylvia 
Ssinabulya, whose sister died of pregnancy-
related complications, did not realize the 
extent of the problem – or that it was easily 
prevented – until she took STM’s master’s 
in public health leadership. The nine weeks 
of class and one-year practicum in the field 
is administered by Uganda Christian Uni-
versity, and offered to East African working 
professionals in the fields of medicine, law, 
politics, media, education, social services 
and faith communities.

Voice of the Martyrs (VOM, online at 

www.persecution.net) is another Christian 
NGO aimed at improving women’s lives in 
the developing world. Volunteers in Canada 
– mostly women – have focused on Chris-
tian women who have led devastated lives 
of persecution, being tortured, raped or wid-
owed for their faith. These women pray and 
write cards and letters, which volunteer Ing-
rid Hajen then takes with her when she trav-
els to places such as Colombia or Nigeria. “It 
makes such a huge difference to know they 
are not alone, and that they are being prayed 
for by another Christian woman,” she says. 
“It’s a circle of grace between us all.”

The emotional and spiritual supports 
are balanced by practical aspects – cash 
donations to VOM are used to establish 
safe houses, rebuild churches, purchase 
food, clothing, medical supplies, and Bibles 
that continue to be confiscated. But Hajen 
says almost more important than these 
physical essentials are the personal visits 
made, where possible, by Western women. 
“Women need to hug each other, cry togeth-
er, pray together. We look so different and 
yet when we kneel down together, we are 
sisters, and in our hearts we are the same.”

Help requires a Local 
Community
A development project aimed at women is 
only as effective as the local community’s 

•	 Christar: Partners with Arab Woman Today. 
 www.christar.ca 
•	 Compassion: Child survival Program rescues moms and 

babies from material and spiritual poverty through local 
churches. www.compassion.ca

•	 Intercede International: Works with partners in India, 
nepal and Cambodia that rescue women from the sex 
trade and give them a safe place to live in a Christian 
environment. www.intercedenow.ca

•	 Operation Mobilization: The Freedom Climb project deliv-
ers skills training for trafficked women and helps others 
develop transformational businesses. www.omcanada.org   

•	 OMF: reaches women in a red light district in Taiwan and 
helps them escape their lifestyle through the gospel. 
www.omf.org  

•	 Partners International: Cares for neglected widows in 
nepal by providing them with shelter, love and support. 
www.partnersinternational.ca

•	 Samaritan’s Purse: Healthy Children, Healthy Families 
Program protects women from exploitation and helps 

build their livelihoods and empower them to raise healthy 
families. www.samaritanspurse.ca

•	 SIM: Almost 600 women-related projects worldwide. 
In Burkina Faso, Canadians Bill and Joy stregger teach 
income-earning skills such as sewing, crocheting, knitting 
and soap production. www.sim.ca

•	 Women Together: Brings teams of qualified and skilled 
Canadian women to serve the needs of women in de-
veloping countries. www.women-together.org 

•	 World relief: Among other programs, supports 24,000 
women in Bangladesh with skills and financing to estab-
lish small businesses. www.worldrelief.ca

•	 World vision: Women’s programs include education, 
vocational training, business loans, combatting traffick-
ing, maternal and child health in 100 countries. www.
worldvision.ca 

•	 Wycliffe bible Translators: Women of the Bible Work-
shops help Quechua women in Peru engage with trans-
lated scriptures. www.wycliffe.net 

For more examples, visit www.faithtoday.ca/Womenoverseas. 

Many Canadian Christian organizations recognize the 
strategic value of working with women overseas

“I was filled with awe 
for someone who could 
risk their life to stand 
up for their faith.”
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buy-in. Ownership, says Prins, is the best 
foundation for long-term development, be-
cause women are more likely to maintain 
infrastructure and programs when some-
thing is perceived to be theirs.

Offers of help, especially in the train-
ing of handicraft skills, tailoring, animal 
husbandry or farming, extend to the entire 
community. But when it comes to giving 
out material supplies, WOW tends to work 
with just a handful of widows at a time. 
Each one receives a pair of piglets, or seeds 
and fertilization to improve crop yields. 
Once the first women are on their feet, 
their payback to the community goes to 
help the next widows.

WOW also seeks to address root issues, 
such as the widows and orphans left in 
the deadly wake of HIV/AIDS. Support 
groups include, among other things, nutri-
tion workshops on locally grown health 
boosters. Volunteers care for the critic-
ally ill, praying with them, bringing food, 
and washing them. WOW also provides 
rape counselling training – to address the 

seemingly ever-present reality of gender-
based violence. The effects of stabilizing 
a community through working with and 
for women are far reaching, Prins insists. 
Stable communities, she says, result in 
stable countries.

Who’s Helping Whom?
Often the experience has as much or more 
impact on those doing the helping, says 
Hajen. Thirteen years ago, when she first 
learned a persecuted Christian speaking 
about VOM at her church needed billet-
ing, she “groaned – not those people,” but 
signed up to take them in anyway.

That one step changed her heart. “Sit-
ting at the table after dinner, none of us 
would dare leave the table even for the 
bathroom in case we missed one word 
of their stories. I was filled with awe for 
someone who could risk their life to stand 
up for their faith. What would I do in such 
a situation?”

It was a question she would ask herself 
many times, especially after meeting and 

interviewing Monica, a Nigerian Chris-
tian, who had witnessed her husband 
decapitated in front of her eyes – and yet 
said yes when asked if she was Christian 
too. Her throat was slit and she was left 
for dead.

“You see the victory in their eyes, and 
hear joy in their voices. You start envying 
these Christians, not for what they’ve gone 
through, but for what they have come to, 
that Christ is so real and their relationship 
with Him so close.”

Faith sustains the work, says Prins. “We 
can drill a well, build a school, but without 
transforming their hearts, it’s all for noth-
ing. We aim to show that the specific rea-
son we’re there is because we love Jesus, 
and Jesus loves them.” It’s why WOW also 
provides pastoral and biblical training to 
communities.

Making faith a requirement before 
someone receives care, though, “can’t be 
supported from a biblical point of view,” 
says Chamberlain Froese, even though 
it’s very much why she is there. “The 
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Clockwise from top left: voice of the Martyrs Canada volunteer Ingrid Hajen meets with nigerian widows. Dr. Jean 
Chamberlain Froese founded Save the Mothers in 2005. each year in uganda 6,000 women die of complications 
related to pregnancy and childbirth, but several Canadian ministries are now making a difference.
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whole point is that as we do these good 
works, people will glorify the Father in 
Heaven. It’s my privilege to somehow be 
a voice for these vulnerable mothers, and 
to have the joy of seeing how God can 
move people’s hearts (on both sides of 
the ocean) to join in. No mother or her 
child should die from pregnancy-related 
complications.”

There comes a time, though, when 
helpers need to get out, or take a back-
seat, Chamberlain Froese adds. “I’m not 
saying you need to get out 100 per cent, 
but you need to step back from the front 
lines and have indigenous people them-
selves do the work. I could stay here and 
catch babies – it’s what I love, and what I 
trained for – but if I did, I’d be taking away 
from the Ugandans who need to raise up 
leaders who will change those social and 
cultural issues. At the end of the day, that 
is what will bring down the rates of moth-
ers dying.”  FT

aLex neWMan is a Toronto-based 
senior writer at Faith Today.
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T
he future of The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada (EFC) 
is firmly rooted in the actions 
– flesh and blood, hands and 
feet – of Canadian Christians 

spurred by a deep compassion for those 
around them, say both the organization’s 
president Bruce Clemenger and the chair-
man of its board Bill Fietje.

The EFC has a longstanding reputation 
for speaking in the Supreme Court of Can-
ada on a wide range of public policy issues, 
from prostitution and human trafficking to 
areas that affect sanctity of human life and 
religious freedoms. But that advocacy goes 
deeper when it’s expressed in the lives of 
Canadian Christians. 

“In most areas we address in public 
policy, there is a corresponding way the 
church needs to engage,” says Clemenger, 
noting that big picture debates in the halls of 
government and the courts are only effective 
“in concert with the life of the church” – ac-
tion added to voice.

“The EFC communicates and expresses 
the wisdom we find in Scripture, and im-
ports it into public policy,” says Clemenger. 
“Wisdom, compassion, fellowship are the 
three broad areas we focus on.”

The president refers to the “tone and 
timbre” of which the EFC is ever aware as 
it engages in public discourse. “It’s part 
of our identity not to come out as if we are 
angry at the world, but to be constructive 
and come to the table with solutions in a 
way that’s respectful and open to dialogue, 
yet firmly grounded in a faith tradition 
that contributes to that dialogue,” says 
Clemenger.

“If you’re serious about a public witness, 
then the character of that witness is critical. 
It’s really how we say it. People need to know 
what we are for. What we support. Not just 
what we are against.”

The EFC has succeeded in being actively 
involved in public policy discussions in 
Canada without being drawn into partisan 
politics, distinguishing the organization 

from the evangelical footprint 
south of the border. It’s part of 
our national approach to issues 
that affect us all, regardless of 
one’s faith, says the president. 

“It’s how we as Canadians 
engage best when there is dis-
agreement. We are a co-opera-
tive, collaborative people who 
often come up with the ‘third 
way’ when there is a conflict. 
Rather than presume we have 
the answer, we want to dialogue 
first.”

That approach has been 
foundational to the EFC’s long-
standing voice in Ottawa. In 
more than 25 cases the organ-
ization has never, for example, 
been denied intervener status 
by the Supreme Court.

“You can’t take for granted 
a seat at the table just because 
you represent a certain 
faith-based population,” says 
Clemenger. “It’s increasingly 
important that we can point to 
a record of having actually con-
tributed to the conversation.”

Yet “we are called to be 
practitioners, not just opinion 
givers,” notes Fietje. “The EFC 
could be reduced to just giving 
opinions if it wasn’t for the 
church who works together 
for biblical outcomes in areas 
of justice and human rights. 
The things we see wrong in our 
society are important to us. 
Getting involved is a way of life today, it’s 
not just seen as an option to be considered 
as it often was 50 years ago.”

The EFC board chair (currently also 
president of the Associated Gospel Churches 
of Canada, formerly national director of OMF 
International Canada) points to several 
tools the local church can use to identify who 
they are and assess the spiritual landscape 

around them: in 2012 the EFC co-sponsored a 
report, Hemorrhaging Faith, which brought 
to light the complexities of the relation-
ship Canadian young adults have with the 

The EFC: 
Present and Future 
By Jeff Dewsbury

“In most areas we address in public 
policy, there is a corresponding way 
the church needs to engage,” says EFC 
president Bruce Clemenger.



church. Two other tools in development are 
a Canadian Bible Forum study focusing on 
how Canadians view the Bible and a trend-
tracking study conducted every ten years 
since 1993. 

The EFC’s efforts to partner with church 
communities in adoption advocacy, including 
the website AdoptionSunday.com, is another 
way the organization is moving in concert 
with the convictions of Canadian Evangelic-
als. The range of areas of partnerships the 
EFC has led or facilitated is significant.

Twice a year the leaders of EFC affiliate 
institutions from across the spectrum meet 
together for prayer and conversation. Both 
Clemenger and Fietje laud the deepening of 
relationships and unity that has evidently 
grown over the years. Collaboration among 
such diversity has produced fruit, including 
an emphasis on encouraging the Canadian 
government to address religious persecution 
on a diplomatic level. 

“The Office of Religious Freedom was 

something we had been working toward for 
about ten years,” says Clemenger. “Having 
direct contact with the office of the ambas-
sador gives us more of a focal point for our 
international engagement on behalf of 

persecuted Christians.”
Clemenger refers to Luke 10 and John 

21 – where Jesus tells disciples to first step 
forward in peace, then continue in fellowship 
and then healing, meeting a wide spectrum of 
people’s needs – as an example of where the 
EFC gets its biblical mandate.

Looking ahead Fietje says there will be 
more times when the EFC will have the 
ability and the mandate to also be a proph-
etic voice. “We can say, ‘Here’s where the 
future lies, and here’s how we can change 
it, challenge it.’ Not in a mystical way, but a 
collaborative voice that comes from observ-
ing what’s going on around us. If the EFC 
speaks, it never does so on its own behalf, but 
on behalf of its moral owners, the Canadian 
Evangelical Church. We endeavour to be 
their voice.”

The voice of an evangelical understand-
ing of the Christian faith and its meaning 
for life and society in Canada – that is the 
EFC.   n

“We are called to be practitioners, not 
just opinion givers,” notes Bill Fietje. 

www.evangelicalfellowship.ca
Toll Free: 1-866-302-3362

Ottawa Local: 613-233-9868
Toronto Local: 905-479-5885
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The EFC is formally affiliated 
with 40 denominational 
groups in Canada.

North American Baptists, Inc.

Forty Evangelical Denominations 
Together

For complete lists of the EFC
affiliates, which also include
individual congregations,
ministry organizations and
post-secondary schools,
visit www.theEFC.ca/affiliates
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The wide-ranging work of the EFC has 
the unanimous support and admira-
tion of the charities formally affili-

ated with it, they tell Faith Today. As John 
Pellowe, CEO of the Canadian Council of 
Christian Charities, puts it, “I’d have glow-
ing things to say even if I weren’t a board 
member.”

An affiliate of the EFC since 1972, the 
“four Cs” helps 3,200 Canadian charities 
navigate their way through government 
regulations, fundraising and governance. The 
organization appreciates the EFC’s effective-
ness in presenting an evangelical view of life 
in a clear, logical way so that both the public 
and the government will listen, Pellowe says. 

One issue he expects to have to grapple 
with soon is why organizations that 
“advance religion” should remain eligible 
for charitable status. Pellowe believes the 
challenge is really about religion’s place in 
society – the kind of complicated subject he 
knows the EFC’s legal team can handle. 

“The EFC is highly respected on Parlia-

ment Hill, whether the MPs 
agree with them or not,” says 
Pellowe. That advocacy work in 
Ottawa combined with the EFC’s 
research arm makes it well worth 
supporting because it “helps all of 
us with our work.”

Larry Worthen, executive 
director of the Christian Medical 
and Dental Society, couldn’t 
agree more. Facing a protracted 
series of legal challenges at-
tempting to legalize physician-
assisted suicide, the 1,500-mem-
ber organization expects to 
continue drawing on the EFC’s 
resources. 

When Worthen recently spent 
the day with EFC senior staff in 
Ottawa, he felt “tremendously 
supported. It’s a huge benefit be-
ing able to collaborate with them. 
They helped at a strategic level to 
see what we could do in partner-

ship to oppose this in Canada. I felt not so 
alone with the EFC in our corner.”

What’s at stake, Worthen says, is con-
science protection, which has far-reaching 
effects on the general population as well as 
for Christian physicians. “We’re finding ethi-
cists at various medical schools now saying, 
‘If you don’t want to be involved in abor-
tion, then you shouldn’t become a doctor,’ ” 
he notes. “This will be a serious concern if 
euthanasia is legalized.”

Working with the EFC, the Christian 
Medical and Dental Society has developed 
The Gift, a video “which allows church 
leaders to share the message of opposition 
to euthanasia with their congregations,” he 
says (see www.cmdsmedia.wix.com/thegift).

Christian colleges and universities too 
feel the effects of engaging with secular 
society, and welcome fellowship with other 
academic institutions through the EFC. 
Relating to their secular peers “requires 
navigating a delicate line,” says Michael 
Pawelke, president of Briercrest College and 
Seminary in Saskatchewan. 

“We face the pressure of academic freedom 

in educational institutions, especially around 
gender orientation. We want to ensure an en-
vironment for academic freedom, grounded in 
a biblical view. We don’t want to be penalized 
for having that moral world view or be limited 
in the kinds of degrees we can offer.”

The EFC’s engagement in such issues, 
Pawelke says, really helps colleges. Reports 
such Hemorrhaging Faith, commissioned by 
the EFC Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
Roundtable (www.hemorrhagingfaith.com), 
enable schools to better understand and 
then work toward addressing issues such as 
why so many young people are leaving the 
Church. The same goes for issues such as 
euthanasia, genetic engineering, abortion 
and prostitution – EFC statements and 
publications provide students with solid 
guidelines to help think through their views.

Bob Kuhn, interim president at Trin-
ity Western University, agrees. “Negative 
secular perspective on the place of religion in 
society, and especially evangelical Chris-
tianity, [influences] Canadian policy and 
perspectives. No other organization has 
the same potential [to respond with such] 
national breadth and perspective.”

For Rick Tobias, former CEO of Yonge 
Street Mission, the EFC has provided a plat-
form by which he can speak to – and hear 
from – Evangelicals. 

“I’m what you’d call far left on the evan-
gelical scale,” says the former street worker. 
“But Brian Stiller [EFC president 1983–97] 
kept a place at the table for us. It gave me 
a place to hear from Evangelicals and [to 
speak to them] about poverty and justice. I 
was being invited to speak at men’s retreats, 
at Vision 2000 and other major evangelical 
events, to which I probably would not have 
been invited apart from my EFC affiliation.”

Although Tobias has stepped down as 
Yonge Street Mission’s CEO, he remains 
a representative, and in that capacity will 
be working with the Canadian Council of 
Churches on its presentation for the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission with First 
Nations communities. Tobias says, “There’s 
no question I will turn to people I have met 
through the EFC for advice and guidance.” n

Canadian Charities 
Appreciate the EFC 
By Alex Newman

Institutions affiliated with the EFC, currently including 68 ministry organizations 
and 36 post-secondary schools, say the EFC’s support is crucial.

Michael Pawelke, president of 
Briercrest College and Seminary
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The EFC’s Centre for Faith and Public 
Life, an Ottawa office opened in 1996 
by current EFC president Bruce 

Clemenger, has established itself as a base for 
speaking into critical issues facing Canada 
and a key resource for those wanting to speak 
at the intersection of faith and public policy. 

At the time it established the office, the 
EFC had begun intervening before various 
levels of Canadian courts and looking for 
other ways to bring an evangelical perspec-
tive to issues being debated in Parliament. 
Then-president Brian Stiller saw that the 
EFC’s growing role of voicing a Christian 
perspective on federal issues would become 
more important.

“We knew that to be heard, we needed to 
establish ourselves in Ottawa,” recalls Clem-
enger, then EFC’s director of national affairs, 
who moved to Ottawa to establish the office. 
“Being a few minutes’ walk from the Hill is 
invaluable when dealing with the schedules 
of Parliamentarians, committees and also 
partner non-governmental organizations. You 
need to be able to respond quickly to requests 
and opportunities for input and comment.” 

To develop a good reputation it was 
important to build a strong staff early on 
and present thoughtful and well researched 
submissions and court interventions. Per-
sistence is crucial, particularly in the sort of 
multi-year process that took place in the late 
1990s to establish new laws in biotechnology 
and assisted human reproduction.

“When Parliamentarians and committees 
seek you out, you know you have become an 
invaluable part of the process of enacting 
good law,” says Clemenger. He adds that 
staff have always built connections with 
Parliamentarians from various political 
parties as well as networks with other non-
governmental organizations. 

Janet Epp Buckingham was part of the 
EFC Ottawa staff from 1999 to 2006, and now 
directs Trinity Western University’s Lauren-

tian Leadership Centre in Ottawa. “At the 
time there weren’t many Christian organiza-
tions that had a presence in Ottawa. It wasn’t 
until the debates over the redefinition of 
marriage [after 2005] that other organizations 
realized the value of being physically present.” 

Through study guides, background and 
position papers, fact sheets, government 
submissions, public events and court inter-
ventions, EFC staff in Ottawa today continue 
to provide information and analysis for those 
making public policy and those affected by 
it – on issues from abortion, euthanasia and 
bioethics to human trafficking, prostitution 
and religious freedom and beyond. Staff also 
meet with MPs and participate in the debates 
about the public good and what principles 
should guide the formation of laws in Canada.

Joy Smith is one of those MPs who has 
found the EFC invaluable, in particular with 
her private member’s Bill C-268, which cre-
ated a five-year minimum prison sentence for 
those convicted of trafficking anyone under 18.

“It was only the 15th private member’s 
bill to amend the Criminal Code since 
Confederation,” says Smith, MP for the 
Manitoba riding of Kildonan-St. Paul since 
2004. She credits the “push and prayer of the 
CFPL” for the bill’s success.

She also notes the EFC’s help with Bill 
C-310, which lets authorities prosecute Can-
adians on human trafficking offences that 
take place outside the country. 

And Smith says the EFC is supporting 
her latest projects – forcing Internet service 
providers to filter pornography before it gets 
into the home, and bringing a made-in-Can-
ada version of Sweden’s legislation around 
prostitution.

“They’ve been a tremendous influence 
with good action, positive action,” says 
Smith.

Bill Blaikie, also a Manitoba MP, serving 
the Elmwood-Transcona riding from 1979 
to 2008, wasn’t as involved with the EFC as 
Smith, but was familiar with its work.

“They took national politics seriously,” 
says Blaikie, a New Democrat who sees 
himself on the political left wing of the EFC’s 
constituency.

The EFC’s efforts to be nonpartisan and 
politically balanced are not always recog-
nized, points out Don Hutchinson, the cur-
rent director of the EFC Centre for Faith and 
Public Life. But the majority of politicians 
and staff still consider it a credible resource, 
he says. 

Clemenger takes satisfaction in “a good 
track record. We are making a significant 
difference, and it’s important that we Evan-
gelicals be part of the national dialogue. Our 
country needs us to bring recommendations 
based on our biblical vision of life to the 
table. That’s part of what it means to be a 
faithful witness and to bring faith into the 
public life of the nation.”  n

Being on-site for Supreme Court of 
Canada decisions allows EFC staff to 
answer media questions immediately. 
Here pice-President Don Hutchinson 
responds to the decision in the 
Rasouli case in October 2013.

A Voice at the Intersection 
of Faith and Public Policy 
By Robert White

ottawa insiders commend the work of the 
EFC’s Centre for Faith and Public life. 



The EFC’s work in building partner-
ships in areas such as evangelism, 
higher education, ministry to the poor, 

youth, First Nations communities and others 
has lasting influence.

One good example is Vision 2000, formed 

in the 1980s as a way to reach out to all Can-
adians with the gospel message. A task force 
begun in 1987 turned into a full-time ministry 
with Don Moore as its executive director. 

“It began to grow beyond what anyone 
expected,” recalls Moore, now with World 
Vision Canada. Some 120 denominations and 
agencies – many of them outside the EFC’s 
membership – participated. 

Vision 2000’s goal was “that every person 
in Canada can see, hear and respond to the 
gospel by the year 2000.” A 1990 congress in 
Ottawa brought together denominational 
leaders as well as those focusing on urban, 
ethnic and media ministries and many other 
areas. 

Among those attending was Gord 
Martin of Waterloo, Ont., who remembers 
being “deeply moved” by what he heard at 

the event. As a result Martin, a pastor and 
former missionary, founded Vision Ministries 
Canada in 1992 “with a focus on church plant-
ing, leadership development and cultivating 
a supportive network of churches.” In the two 
decades since, Vision Ministries Canada has 
been involved in at least 70 church plants, 
most of them with Brethren roots.

The 1990 congress was followed by region-
al consultations across the country in 1995. 
That year the EFC also published a Vision 
2000 book In Search of Hidden Heroes, Evi-
dence That God is at Work. It included dozens 
of stories of ordinary Canadian Christians 
who have influenced their neighbourhoods, 
schools and workplaces through sharing their 
faith in their own unique ways.

Collaboration has also given strength to 
street ministries and agencies that focus on 
the poor and marginalized. In the early 1990s 
frontline workers from street ministries were 
brought together for a conference called You 
Are Not Alone, spearheaded by Rick Tobias, 
then-executive director of Yonge Street Mis-
sion in Toronto. That resulted in StreetLevel, 
an ad hoc umbrella organization that minis-
tered to the needs of workers.

In 2003 the EFC convened a two-day con-
sultation on poverty. Tim Huff, then working 
with Youth for Christ, remembers it as a time 
of discussing “what we might be able to do 
better together than separately.” 

Although street ministry workers had 
held their own conferences, Huff gives 
credit to the EFC for drawing them together 
again, first through a roundtable, and then a 
national conference in Ottawa in 2006, also 
called StreetLevel.

The 2006 conference gave street ministers 
a national voice, says Huff, especially through 
producing the Ottawa Manifesto, nine state-
ments directed at citizens and the govern-
ment to help alleviate poverty. 

The EFC facilitated a second Ottawa 
conference inviting Members of Parliament to 
join with frontline workers. The EFC Ottawa 
office, says Huff, “was a big help because they 
knew a lot of MPs who were friendly to the 
issues.”

Recently Huff joined Pat Nixon, founder 
and former director of Calgary’s Mustard 

Seed, to launch StreetLevel as a formal 
ministry and secure its own charitable status. 
It has a triple mandate of caring for frontline 
poverty workers, teaching children and youth 
to be compassionate, and building a national 
network. 

EFC leaders are still “very connected to 
what we are doing,” says Huff. He affirms 
that the EFC “really did help birth the cur-
rent StreetLevel. We probably wouldn’t be 
where we are” without the EFC.

Christian Higher Education Canada 
(CHEC) is another charity with roots in an 
EFC partnership. In 1998 the EFC facili-
tated a roundtable with representatives 
from Christian liberal arts universities and 
colleges. In 2005 the roundtable, together 
with two other groups (the Association of 
Canadian Bible Colleges and the Christian 
Higher Education Enrolment Association), 
launched CHEC, which remained under the 
EFC’s umbrella for several years.

The education roundtable grew to include 
seminaries and gained charitable status 
in 2008. CHEC now has 34 members, all of 
them also affiliated with the EFC, according 
to executive director Justin Cooper, formerly 
president of Redeemer University College in 
Ancaster, Ont. 

“We have a very close and good relation-
ship with the EFC,” says Cooper. Examples 
include recent co-operation on a study of 
Quebec theological education, a database on 
Christian higher education and a higher edu-
cation parliamentary breakfast in Ottawa. 

“I’m not sure we could do what we do 
effectively without the EFC,” Cooper says, 
pointing to the EFC’s legal advice and exper-
tise in carrying out surveys. 

Other EFC partnerships have included 
the Aboriginal Ministries Council chaired by 
Ray Aldred, the Youth and Young Adult Min-
istry Roundtable chaired by John Wilkinson 
of Youth Unlimited, Equipping Evangelists 
headed by Merv Budd, the Child in Church 
and Culture Partnership led by Shelley Cam-
pagnola, the Canadian Network of Ministries 
to Muslims headed by Randy Hoffman, the 
Canadian Marriage and Family Network 
with Greg McCombs and Purpose at Work 
chaired by Gerry Organ.  n

Partnerships Strengthen 
Many Ministries
By Debra Fieguth

The EFC has facilitated many partnerships that have blessed the nation.

The StreetLevel 
conference 
gave street 
ministers a 
national voice, 
says Tim Huff.
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The EFC is part of a global network of 
600 million Evangelicals through the 
World Evangelical Alliance (WEA). 

That relationship connects Canadians to 
their brothers and sisters worldwide.
It’s such a strong relationship that the EFC 
has sometimes helped the Alliance continue 
when things looked very dark.

Gary Edmonds’ resignation as secretary-
general of WEA in December 2004 “almost 
paralyzed the operations” of the WEA, says 
International Council chair Ndaba Maz-
abane. Serious financial and other issues 
were sinking the organization. 

Mazabane called an urgent meeting of the 
WEA International Council “to chart the way 
forward.” EFC president Bruce Clemenger, 
a new member of the council, volunteered to 
host. 

“This gathering at the EFC’s offices gave 
WEA a lease of life in ways beyond imagina-
tion,” recalls Mazabane. Important decisions 
were made to ensure the WEA could continue. 

“The WEA needed a strong national alli-
ance to step up, and we did,” says Clemenger. 
The EFC agreed to host the WEA office and 
handle its administration and operations.

Most importantly the EFC released Geoff 
Tunnicliffe, then responsible for the EFC’s 
global initiatives, to co-ordinate the affairs of 
WEA until a planned May 2005 summit. At 
the summit the council appointed Tunnicliffe 
head of the WEA, a position he still holds. The 
EFC is one of the major financial supporters 
of WEA, Mazabane adds.

Tunnicliffe’s leadership in the inter-
national picture goes back to 1999–2002, 
when he led a team to develop the Refugee 
Highway Partnership, a WEA network of 350 
organizations. 

As secretary-general, Tunnicliffe 

frequently meets with foreign 
government leaders and has brok-
ered dialogue between warring 
factions. He has also had meetings 
with popes, archbishops and other 
religious bodies and leaders. 

The 2005 intervention was the 
second time in 20 years that the 
EFC rescued WEA from the brink. 
Canadian historian W. Harold Ful-
ler points to another moment in 1985, when 
WEA was in debt and without a solid support 
base. It was through persuasion by the EFC’s 
Brian Stiller that the international director, 
David Howard, remained at the helm instead 
of resigning in discouragement, says Fuller. 

Howard and members of the executive 
were meeting for two days of prayer, with 
Howard about to resign when the phone rang. 
It was Stiller, who had heard rumours of 
Howard’s resignation but was unaware of the 
meeting taking place. 

“You can’t do that!” Stiller said to Howard. 
“WEA needs you and we need WEA.” Encour-
aged by Stiller’s insistence that he was still 
God’s person for the job, and buttressed by 
news that others in the WEA supported that 
stance, Howard remained.

Fuller, a former missionary in Nigeria and 
member of the EFC’s executive, eventually be-
came vice-chair of WEA, assisting then-chair 
Tokunboh Adeyemo, whom Fuller had helped 
to mentor when they both lived in Nigeria. 
Fuller’s 1996 book People of the Mandate 
(Paternoster Publishing) provides an early 
history of the WEA.

More recently Stiller was named the 
WEA’s global ambassador. Since 2011 he has 
travelled the world encouraging Evangelicals, 
some of whom live and minister in difficult 
or challenging circumstances. He posts their 

stories at www.DispatchesFromBrian.com 
and elsewhere.

Other Canadians have also given leader-
ship. For 10 years Eileen Stewart-Rhude 
chaired the EFC’s task force on women in min-
istry. In 2001 she was appointed to represent 
Canada on the WEA global council. In 2006 
she was named executive director of the WEA 
Women’s Commission. Stewart-Rhude has a 
passion to share the stories of women around 
the world, especially those who are changing 
the lot of women through education in social, 
health and spiritual issues.

Another Canadian, Commissioner 
Christine MacMillan (retired) of The Salva-
tion Army, provides leadership on issues of 
justice, particularly from her position as the 
WEA’s international spokesperson on human 
trafficking. 

“We owe our gratitude to the board of 
the EFC for their unrelenting and continued 
support of WEA’s efforts,” says Mazabane. 
“The EFC has set an example of how member 
bodies and affiliates can collaborate and 
partner with us in pursuing the grand vision 
and laudable ideals in the WEA mission state-
ment. We wish them strength and success into 
the future!”  n

Connecting Worldwide
By Debra Fieguth

The Canadian church has contributed to, and 
benefitted from, the World Evangelical alliance.

Not all of the EFC’s work on global initiatives is done on the front 
lines. here at home the EFC global mission roundtable works 
hard at ensuring a healthy perspective on overseas work. 

here at home the EFC global mission roundtable works to ensure a 
healthy perspective on overseas work. 

The roundtable formed in 1995, after a student consultation on global 

mission, says executive director matthew gibbins. The group focuses on 
strategic mission partnership, emerging mission leaders in the Canadian 
context (especially churches with non-European roots), and development 
of resources and research. 

Its top resources are two national standards documents: a Code of 
Best Practice in Short-term Mission and a Code of Best Practice in Church-to-
Church-Partnerships. The mission code has been copied and emulated in 
other countries. Both are free at www.theEFC.ca/globalmission.  n    –DF

Geoff Tunnicliffe was appointed head 
of the WEA in 2005.

Supporting Global Mission
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50 Years in God’s Service

Communicating in the 20th Century  

Communicating in the 21st Century  

the perfect time for churches to educate and empower themselves 
and their families to care for Canadian children and youth.
“All children are just kids with big dreams. There are no 
unwanted children, only unfound homes and communities”

– Bruce J. Clemenger, President of The Evangelical 
Fellowship of Canada.

Download FREE VIDEOS at: AdoptionSunday.com 
Connect and engage with us @ 
AdoptionSunday@theEFC.ca

ASK IT!
Connect & Engage
ASK It! – the adoption and fostering question for your family and 
church community. Connect and engage by using the free 
Adoption Sunday Kit (ASKit!) resources, available at:

AdoptionSunday.com 
Download free resources to host an
Adoption Sunday program. Learn more
about Canada’s 30,000 adoptable children 
and youth, why quality fostering matters,
and, why “aging out” with no family
or community matters.

H  Short videos to introduce your congregation to the 
immediate needs of Canadian children and youth in 
care. Told like you’ve never heard it before!

H  Ideas on how you and your congregation can 
engage locally, from snowsuit campaigns to applying 
to become “adoption- and foster-ready” for children 
here at home or internationally

H  Best practices approach, tips for leaders that 
challenge us to be culture-makers

H  A ”go-direct” approach to contacting your 
province/territorial government agency, because that is 
where the children are

H  Links to key public non-governmental organizations 
that provide a treasure chest of information about the 
adoption, foster, kinship or custom-care journey 

ThE ADOpTIOn SunDAy KIT IS unIquE:
H  ASKit! is produced by and among members of 

adoptive and fostering families; and those working 
with children

H  ASKit! tells the stories of success – celebrating 
personal milestones and at all ages

H  ASKit! is easy to use for Sunday services

H  ASKit! asks you to bring your heritage and journey to 
be there for children and youth

COnnECT AnD EngAgE. Call your local agency and 
see how you and your church community can fit.

november is 
national Adoption 
Awareness Month

TAKE ThIS pOSTER TO ChuRCh! Cut out this page and post it on your church bulletin board! 
Tell your pastor you would like an Adoption Sunday Service - there are free videos and biblical 
resources ready to go at AdoptionSunday.com. Let us know at AdoptionSunday@theEFC.ca.#
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50 Years in God’s Service
EFC Initiatives

The EFC Worldwide

EFC Partnerships

Religious Liberty Commission. 1997–present 

Global Mission Roundtable. 1997–present 

Youth & Young Adult Ministry Roundtable. 2001–present

Aboriginal Ministries Council. 1995–2012 

Child in Church and Culture Partnership. 2000–2011

Vision Canada / National Evangelism Partnerships. 1970s–2007

Forum for Women in Ministry Leadership. 1993–2003

Task Force on Education. 1989–2000

Social Action Commission. 1970s–2000
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 EFC lawyers Don 

Hutchinson and 
Faye Sonier at the 
Supreme Court.

Julia Beazley, 
Centre for Faith 
and Public Life

EFC Consultaition on Human Life, 1986

Celebration 2005

Canadian Marriage and Family 
Network  www.cmfn.ca  

Canadian Network of Ministries 
to Muslims www.cnmm.ca  

Christian Higher Education 
Canada www.checanada.ca 

Equipping Evangelists 
www.equippingevangelists.ca

Street Level. www.streetlevel.caom 

The Word Guild 
www.thewordguild.com 

World Relief Canada 
www.wrcanada.org 

Independent Ministries the EFC 
Helped to Start

Brian Stiller 
1983–1997

Gary Walsh 
1997–2003

Bruce Clemenger 
2003–present

Some Former Presidents

Brian Stiller and other WEA delegates.

Geoff Tunnicliffe meets with the Minister of Unification 
for the South Korean Government in 2013.

Find more detailed historical information at www.theEFC.ca/50.

http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=43&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cmfn.ca
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=43&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnmm.ca
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=43&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.checanada.ca
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=43&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.equippingevangelists.ca
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=43&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.streetlevel.ca
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=43&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.thewordguild.com
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=43&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wrcanada.org
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=43&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.theEFC.ca%2F50


chair of the board held the title 
“president.”) The EFC had just 
weathered a season of hardship 
and managed to retire its debts. 

MacLeod and his colleagues 
on the executive brought new 
energy, and organized a national 
leadership seminar that drew 
some 1,500 Christian leaders 
from all across Canada to learn 
from a roster of exceptional 
Evangelicals including John 
Stott and Donald McGavran.

“We had a great meeting in 
1975 at York University,” he re-
calls. “It was the breakthrough as 
far as evangelicalism is concerned 
in Canada. It was inspiring to 
see 1,500 people praising God – 
certainly the capstone of my work 
with the EFC.” 

MacLeod explains the group 
was very diverse and included a lot 
of mainline church people. “Angli-
cans came for John Stott. It was 
also the wave of the church growth 
movement and Time magazine proclaimed 
1975 as ‘the Year of the Evangelical.’ ” 

In retrospect MacLeod sees the event as 
a major tipping point that revealed a shift 
of growth and momentum from mainline to 
evangelical churches in Canada. 

Christian & Missionary Alliance church-
man Mel Sylvester first began attending 
meetings organized by the fledgling EFC 
in 1973. He later became a member of the 
executive, and in the early 1980s was asked 
to serve a term as president.

He reluctantly agreed. “My qualifier 
was that we needed a full-time executive 
director. I knew I wouldn’t have the time or 
abilities to do what needed to be done.” This 
wasn’t a new conversation for the board, but 
Sylvester was adamant and argued force-
fully that Brian Stiller, a fellow executive 
member then serving as executive director 
of Youth for Christ, was the right person for 
the position. 

“I had a strong persuasion that Brian was 
the one, if he would leave YFC. I said, ‘Brian, 
I think God has prepared you for this.’ ”

On a January morning in 1971, John Ir-
win received a phone call asking him 
to serve on the board of The Evan-

gelical Fellowship of Canada. He declined. 
His dad had recently suffered a heart attack 
and was in hospital. And John had just been 
named president of a major publishing com-
pany. It was not a convenient time.

Two days later the phone rang again. 
The caller Jim Clemenger reported that the 
prominent evangelical politician Robert N. 
Thompson had been elected EFC president 
and wanted to meet with the full executive 
committee. 

“Why tell me?” asked Irwin. “Oh,” replied 
Clemenger, “you were unanimously elected to 
serve as treasurer.” After consulting with his 
father, Irwin decided to accept the position.

It’s a decision he does not regret, but his 
first year was very busy – and very hard. 
The organization was strapped for money. 
In December 1971 his father died. 

The day of the funeral is indelibly etched 
in Irwin’s memory. His friends from EFC 
were there, and despite the sadness of the 
day, the business of the fellowship could not 
be neglected. “I wish I had a photograph,” 
says Irwin. “After the funeral, ten of us 
signed $4,000 notes on the trunk of a car in 
order to borrow $40,000 to help us pay our 
bills.”

Irwin also recalls how he talked the 
principal of a major accounting firm into 
auditing the EFC books pro bono. Forty-
three years later the EFC is still using the 
same auditor, and Irwin still sits on the EFC 
audit committee. “I’m 76 years old. I need to 
get off,” he says.

Don MacLeod was a young Presbyter-
ian minister from Nova Scotia when he 
attended an early EFC gathering at Cooke’s 
Presbyterian Church in Toronto in 1964. As 
he watched the small group of mainline and 
evangelical Christians cluster in the large 
auditorium, he wondered how they would 
“get it together.” 

Several years later, as pastor of Bridle-
wood Presbyterian Church in Toronto, Mac-
Leod joined the EFC executive and began a 
term as president in 1973. (Until the EFC 
reached the stage of hiring staff in 1983, the 

Unlikely Stories: 

Historical Anecdotes 
From Early EFC Leaders
By Doug Koop

Mel Sylvester and Brian Stiller 
in the early 1980s. 

Sylvester describes himself as “a strong be-
liever in the providence of God, of providence 
and placement.” Citing the biblical examples 
of Joseph and Mordecai as people divinely 
situated to meet the demands of the day, he 
maintains it is part of the Christian calling “to 
seek to catch God’s signals, to discern who God 
has prepared ‘for such a time as this.’ ”

According to Sylvester, Stiller later con-
fided “that he was in the process of finishing 
up at YFC and wasn’t at all sure what was 
next for him.” Within a few months Stiller 
took the reins and the organization began to 
grow in every way. 

Sylvester calls Stiller “a true visionary,” 
a man with “great capacity” to see what 
needed to be done long before others, and to 
work effectively to get it done. “Along with 
that capacity was a pile of courageous faith 
– the courage required to step out in faith 
and trust God to see projects come to pass to 
God’s glory. 

“Brian repeatedly demonstrated that. In 
God’s timing he was there to serve for those 
years.  n



A lot can change in 30 years. Over the 
past three decades, the EFC has 
grown and shifted its focus under 

the leadership of three different presidents 
– Brian Stiller (1983–1997), Gary Walsh 
(1997–2003) and Bruce Clemenger (2003–
present).

Each of the three has helped shape the 
EFC by responding to perceived needs in the 
broader Canadian culture at the time.

Ask Stiller about the emphasis of efforts 
during his tenure, and he doesn’t hesi-
tate. “Moving the evangelical mind from 
an exclusionary mindset to one of public 
engagement,” he says. “To help Evangelic-
als recognize that the redeeming nature 
of Christ is for the person and their world. 
There’s not one part of life that doesn’t 
belong to the Lord.”

He went about it in a variety of ways 
– delivering hundreds of workshops for 
churches across the country, cultivating 
relationships with the media that helped 
create a voice for Evangelicals in Canada, 
and engaging with public officials at the 
highest level of government.

Stiller recalls one of his earliest meetings 
with then-prime minister Brian Mulroney. 
The EFC leader arrived early, and as he 
waited for his appointment flipped through 
the Scriptures to Daniel 11. “I felt the Spirit 
say, ‘Drop your agenda and bless this king.’ ” 
Stiller hesitated. “I wasn’t sure whether this 
was the pizza I’d eaten the night before or 
whether it was really the Spirit speaking 
to me,” he concedes. But he went into the 
meeting, and after some small talk told the 
prime minister he had no agenda other than 
to encourage him. 

Next, Stiller led our country’s political 
head in a Bible reading and prayer, and then 
left. “I had no idea whether what I’d done 
was appropriate or whether I’d crossed the 
line,” he says. 

But the following week he bumped into 
senior cabinet member Ray Hnatyshyn on a 
plane. The justice minister related that Mul-
roney had expressed gratitude for Stiller’s 
encouragement, and told his cabinet that if, 
as a government, they ignored the Evangel-
icals, they’d be “the losers.”

“That [meeting with Mulroney] opened 
more doors and opportunities than all the 
protests or papers or interventions we could 
have done,” Stiller says.

One of the final major initiatives to 
occur under Stiller’s leadership was the 
World Shapers ’96 Conference, designed 
to emphasize the importance of people of 
faith as world shapers. Through inter-
national speakers such as Chuck Colson, 
Tony Campolo and Michael Cassidy (of 
African Enterprise, who played a role in 
South Africa’s peaceful first democratic 
elections), participants saw the importance 
of leadership “in bringing into reality ideas 
and visions that matter much to Kingdom 
witness,” Stiller explains. 

On the threshold of a new century, the 
emphasis was a timely one. He recalls that 
those gathered seemed to sense the Spirit 
calling Canadians “to become vigorous and 
active in creative and faith-inducing initia-
tives.”

When Gary Walsh took over as president 
in 1997, he strengthened the organization’s 
focus on facilitating ministry partnerships, 
and reached out beyond many of the trad-
itional evangelical denominations to connect 
with renewal movements in the mainline 
churches. “I wanted to state our evangelical 
profile, identity and brand in terms that any 
serious orthodox Christian would [under-
stand and] want to join,” he explains.

In building ministry partnerships, Walsh 
emphasized “doing the things necessary to 
move the Kingdom forward, downplaying 
our private agendas.” He maintained strong 
connections with the World Evangelical 
Alliance and opened the EFC’s doors to Geoff 
Tunnicliffe – who would go on to become 
head of the worldwide organization.

During his time as president, Bruce 

Clemenger – who previously headed up the 
EFC’s Ottawa office – has deepened and 
enriched the organization’s law and public 
policy work, brought a new focus on research 
and analysis of church and faith trends, and 
fostered collaboration with other agencies, 
both faith-based and secular, on a broad-
ening range of issues.

Clemenger tells a story that serves as a 
good example of such collaboration. “In the 
debates over redefining marriage, there was 
a group of professors at McGill University 
who were very strongly committed to the 
male-female definition of marriage,” he re-
counts. He called one of them – Daniel Cere, 
then-president of the Newman Centre (home 
of Catholic spiritual and intellectual life at 
McGill) –  and suggested they meet and talk. 
“It was summer and it was time to assess our 
strategies and prepare for the next round of 
debates.” 

Cere agreed to meet Clemenger and sug-
gested they meet at a Catholic family camp 
he was directing. “I thought it would just 
be me and him talking,” Clemenger recalls, 
“but I pulled up and a car drove in beside me, 
and out popped Douglas Farrow, Margaret 
Somerville, Paul Nathanson – all  prominent 
academics, thinkers and writers on issues of 
ethics, religion and human sexuality from 
McGill.

“So we all sat by the lake and munched 
on hamburgers, and talked and strategized.”

Such openness to working with others 
will no doubt position the EFC well to con-
tinue to meaningfully represent Canadian 
Evangelicals – and to engage our culture 
thoughtfully – in the years ahead.  n

Stories From Three Presidents: 

1983 to the Present
By Patricia Paddey

Each of the three presidents – Brian Stiller 1983–1997, Gary Walsh 1997–2003 and 
Bruce Clemenger 2003–present – have their unique stories to share.
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Join Us.

Hundreds of Churches partnering.
Thousands of lives changing.

With its early beginning as the official relief 
and development arm of the EFC, World Relief 
Canada has helped us become a national voice for 
Canadian Evangelicals. Today, I endorse and applaud 
World Relief Canada’s vision and strategy that embodies 
the heart of Evangelicals to heal broken and hurting lives 
around the world.
     Brian C Stiller, 
     Global Ambassador, The World Evangelical Alliance

Congratulations EFC on  
50 Years of Ministry!

“

”

World Relief Canada would not exist if not 
for the vision and compassion of the EFC.  
Congratulations on 50 years of impacting 
the Kingdom of God here on earth.  
And thank you!
     Laurie Cook, CEO World Relief Canada

“
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Succession Planning Consultation for Charities and Churches

connecting@hutchgroup.com or online at hutchgroup.com 
Call David Toll Free: 1.866.499.6621
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DAVID HUTCHINSON
President & CEO 

Hutchinson Group Inc.

Congratulations to 
the Evangelical Fellowship of Canada 
on your “Fifty Years of Impact.”
May God continue to bless your outstanding work!
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I
’ve served as a worship leader and pas-
tor in 10 different churches over the 
past 38 years. The churches I’ve worked 
in range from 10 to 5,000 people. I’ve 
worked with pastors of a wide variety 

of ages, personalities and leadership styles. 
I’ve had distant relationships with most 
and a closer friendship with only a few.

What makes a co-working relationship 
between pastor and worship leader a last-
ing, fruitful and enjoyable experience?

Trust and respect
The trust factor is huge. If I trust my pas-
tors, then I can follow them and “hold 
them in the highest regard in love because 
of their work” (1 Thessalonians 5:13). The 
Christlike qualities I look for in a pastor are 
generosity, freedom from selfish ambition 
and a servant’s heart. When I see pastors 

exercising spiritual authority for the benefit 
of those they lead, I know I can trust them.

A healthy co-working relationship is 
built on mutual trust. And trust is built by 
demonstrating a servant heart. To earn 
the trust of a pastor, I need to consistently 
and joyfully serve my team members, the 
leadership team and the entire congrega-
tion. My job as a servant-leader is to make 
worship easier for the entire local church 
family. That often means making sacrifi-
cial choices (in song selection, length of 
worship time, giving up my time on the 
platform to make space for someone else).

When pastors see me doing these 
things, they can trust me because they see 
that I really am working for the benefit of 
everyone. If I sense a pastor doesn’t trust 
me, I don’t feel the freedom to be creative 
and expressive in my worship – two es-

sential parts of worship leading. Life in 
the church is generally unhappy without 
mutual trust.

Adjust Expectations
In 1979 I had my first experience as a Sun-
day worship leader. I was disappointed by 
the lack of relationship I had with the senior 
pastor. I was not only a primary worship 
leader, but also an intern pastor. I had al-
most no contact with the senior pastor. I was 
hoping he would be a friend and mentor to 
me. But he had hundreds of other people to 
attend to, and dozens of other leaders.

Since then, I’ve learned not to have 
unrealistic expectations of the role a pas-
tor will play in my life. If you look up to 
a pastor and have an aching need to be 
guided and parented, you may find your-
self craving attention from them and being 

The relationship between senior pastors and worship leaders can be 
fraught with peril – or really wonderful. Worship leader Andy Park 
guides us closer to wonderful.  By Andy Park

How Can Worship Leaders 
Work in unity With Pastors?

PHoTo: WWW.DEsIGnPICs.CoM
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set up for disappointment. Jesus himself 
only had 11 people that formed his most 
intimate group of friends, and only three 
of them were His closest companions.

Pastors are human. They have a lim-
ited capacity to care for people, just like 
everyone else. So I do not expect them to 
be superhuman. I don’t expect them to be 
mistake-free either. I forgive if I feel hurt 
by something a pastor says or does.

In more than one of churches in which 
I’ve served, I’ve seen other young leaders 
receive more favour and attention from 
the pastor. At times I felt slighted and ig-
nored. I struggled with jealousy. But it was 
a sifting experience for me. It produced 
godliness in me. Whom was I serving? 
What was my goal? To serve Christ? Or 
to seek to gain favour from a pastor who 
would reward me with his friendship and 
maybe a staff position?

I do not expect pastors or leaders to 
initiate contact with me. I take the first 
step. I have a busy life with my work and 
family, and so does everyone else. It is my 
job as a member of the Body of Christ to 

pursue fellowship. I know people who feel 
sorry for themselves because nobody calls 
them. That’s the sin of self-pity. The way 
out is repentance and taking positive steps 
toward healthy relationships.

Friendship isn’t the first word I would 
use to describe most of my relationships 
with pastors with whom I’ve worked. 
Coworker, leader, mentor, overseer and 
authority are more accurate. Sure, there has 
been an element of friendship with each 
pastor, but a deeper friendship only de-
velops with a special set of circumstances.

Values, Priorities and Practices
Do you share the same theology of wor-
ship? Do you speak the same musical wor-
ship language? From one denomination to 
another, the spectrum of worship styles is 
broad. There’s great variety within move-
ments and denominations. For worship 
leaders to know if they belong, they need 
to know what overarching guidelines the 
pastor has established. There needs to be 
ongoing clarification regarding the phil-
osophy of worship and worship leading. 

Ongoing communication and adjusting the 
style and approach to worship leading is 
often needed. Clear expression of expecta-
tions between the pastor and worship lead-
er is essential for the team to work in unity.

In some cases, some of these elements 
will not be clearly defined because the pas-
tor implicitly trusts the worship leader. They 
know the worship leader is aware of the his-
torical precedent of worship in that particu-
lar church, and they will lead in a manner 
that fits the personality of that church.

Communicate
Talk about issues. Have the courage to in-
itiate discussions about pastoral decisions 
you don’t understand or don’t like. Begin 
by asking questions, not confronting. Seek 
to understand the pastor’s viewpoint be-
fore you give your opinion. I have to fight 
against my natural tendency to defend my 
viewpoint, my “turf” and myself. If I go into 
a meeting with guns blazing, I’m not pursu-
ing peace.

I’ve been a senior pastor. I know how 
difficult it is. I know what it feels like to 
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be under the scrutiny of the whole church 
and be criticized. This helps me suspend 
judgement when I disagree with a pastor’s 
decision. I know there are many factors 
behind the scenes I cannot see, and every 
leader has their own leadership style and 
priorities.

It can be intimidating to talk through 
policy issues with people in authority. But 
most of that fear comes from within me – 
it’s not because my pastors have been ogres. 
A leader who is secure and values team 
leadership will be open to answering ques-
tions about their choices in a nondefensive 
way. All my pastors have been ready to listen 
to my ideas and answer my questions. The 
great majority of my discussions with pas-
tors have been peaceful and encouraging.

Give and receive Authority
If a senior pastor wants to create an en-
vironment for a long-term relationship 
with a worship leader, they will delegate as 
much authority as they can. This provides 
a chance to mature as a worship leader 
and develop a worship leader’s gifts. It 

gives a healthy sense of ownership over 
the ministry to the worship leader. If a 
leader has decision-making power, they 
will work harder to serve the church and 
be more motivated to hang in there for 
the long haul.

Empowered leadership is a high value 
for me. I come from a movement of 
churches that strongly believes in delegat-
ing authority to people to lead – and then 
letting them lead – not as a puppet, but as 
a responsible decision maker.

The relationship between pastors and 
worship leaders works best when pastors 
train and release strong, capable leaders 
who can lead responsibly. Delegating 
authority to lead is about envisioning 
and empowering. Under God’s author-
ity people are mobilized into service, not 
confined to carrying out orders from an 
overseer.

Top-down leadership is less accepted 
today than it was 20 years ago. Gifted lead-
ers do not want to be told what to do – they 
want to be part of a team that works and 
consults together.

Avoid Jumping From 
Church to Church
I tend toward a spirit of wanderlust. It’s 
easy to think of reasons why it would be 
better to live somewhere else and work in 
a different church. All kinds of things can 
make worship leaders look for the greener 
grass on the other side of the fence. Part of 
that is the discomfort of being a pilgrim on 
the earth. The only place that will really be 
home is heaven.

Faithfulness over the long haul isn’t 
easy, no matter where you are. No church 
is perfect – even when wonderful people 
surround you. “Old orders are standing 
orders until you get new orders,” John 
Wimber used to say. If you’re in a church 
because you have felt called by God to join, 
stay there until He makes it perfectly clear 
that you should move on.  FT

anDy ParK is a songwriter, worship 
leader and Christian recording artist. 
He is author of To Know You More – 
Cultivating the Heart of the Worship 
Leader (InterVarsity Press, 2002).
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The Faith Today Interview:

How a Pastor’s Wife Defends the Dig nity of Women Who Are Prostituted

glendyne gerrard is a 
minister’s wife who went 
from praying for the per-
secuted in the privacy 
of her own home to very 
publicly defending the 
dignity and fighting for 
the protection of Canad-
ian girls and women who 
are prostituted. Gerrard 
is director of Defend Dig-
nity (www.defenddignity.
ca), a national ministry 
that encourages churches 
and individuals to fight for 
the abolition of prostitu-
tion in Canada. she lives 
in oakville, ont., with her 
husband Douglas, who is 
executive vice-president of 
the Christian & Missionary 
Alliance in Canada. 

FT: Glendyne, for our readers who don’t know, what exactly 
is Defend Dignity?
GG: We are a justice initiative of the Christian and Mission-
ary Alliance family of churches to abolish prostitution in 
Canada. We act as a catalyst for individuals and churches 
to get involved in ending sexual exploitation. We build our 
work around three main areas of action:  awareness through 
events and resources, advocacy with the federal government 
for prostitution law reform and aid to churches working with 
victims and municipal legislation.
FT: The word “abolition” doesn’t get used very often, out-
side of talking about slavery. I’m assuming it’s an inten-

tional choice to use that word?
GG: It’s come to take on its own meaning when you talk to 
groups like us involved in the issue of human trafficking with 
its most common end point of prostitution. We believe that 
tackling this thing by dealing with the demand end of things 
is the way to go. We believe we can end prostitution if we 
end the demand for it. It’s the belief that we can put an end 
to this much like Wilberforce did in England with slavery. 
With modern-day slavery we can end it if we take a serious 
look at demand.
FT: And when you say demand, you are referring to men 
in minivans, correct? 
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GG: That really is the face of it. It’s any man. I think people 
often think it’s the Robert Picktons and the guys who lurk 
in dark alleys. It’s any man. We use the statistic of one in 
nine men in Canada buys sex. That’s a statistic we found 
from the journalist Victor Malarek [author of The Natashas: 
The New Global Sex Trade (Penguin Canada, 2004) and The 
Johns: Sex for Sale and the Men Who Buy It (Arcade Publish-
ing, 2011). I’ve got a number of survivor friends. They tell me 
it is the dads with the three car seats in 
the van, to the judge, to the policeman. 
It can be anybody.
FT: So how did a nice minister’s wife 
get so involved in this issue?
GG: It started with my own engage-
ment with God’s Word. Fifteen years 
ago we were pastoring in an affluent 
prairie church. As I read verses on jus-
tice issues, I realized God was getting 
a hold of my heart. I started praying Micah 6:8 pretty much 
every day and asking God who was out there. At the time, 
that wasn’t part of my day to see “those types of people.”

A few years after that we moved to Regina. I pored over 
a whole bunch of books. Within a couple of weeks, I read 
that a food shelter was looking for volunteers in the office. 
That’s where I met a prostitute for the first time. I started to 
pray. I embraced the challenge. God said in my ear, “This is 
who you’ve been praying about for ten years.” 
FT: The Church seems to be adjusting its take on the issue 
of prostitution. It feels like we’ve moved from seeing 
women as “bad” to the prostituted woman as the victim. 
A shift from an issue of morality to one of justice. Is this 
what’s happening? 
GG: It’s about knowledge. Our audience is church people. 
When people come to understand the face of prostituted 
women in our country, they move to compassion. The num-
ber one reason a woman is in prostitution is poverty. And 
that becomes a huge factor as to why she can’t get out. Most 
girls who start are 12 or 13 years old. People who are work-
ing on the front lines tell us there are now girls as young as 
seven or eight. That’s not child prostitution, that is child 
sexual abuse. What kid is making a choice at that age? 
FT: Is sexual abuse in the past a common reality?
GG: I don’t know of any prostituted woman who would say 
that it hadn’t been a part of their background. They have 
come to see themselves as good for nothing else. Sexual 
abuse and poverty both factor in. It has become the only 
bit of income they get. They don’t have an education. How 
do you put it on a résumé to get a regular job? First Nations 

women are the face of prostitution in Canada. You’ve got 
all those factors of colonization and racism. 
FT: How do we help the Church move to a place of actively 
helping women?
GG: When the Church realizes these women are really op-
pressed and vulnerable, than I choose to believe the Church 
will act. I think we are turning a big corner on church en-
gagement on this. They are seeing it as a Canadian issue, in 

every community. 
FT: For the Nov/Dec issue of Faith 
Today, we trailed Christian work-
ers doing outreach to prostituted 
women. There was evidence of a 
lot of addiction. What role does 
that play?
GG: It can work two ways. Some-
times it can be when the pimp tries 
to get the girl completely dependent 

on him. So, she doesn’t enter it addicted, but that becomes a 
part of it. It’s another form of exploitation. Some gals are ad-
dicted because it’s the only coping method to endure what 
they are enduring. Prostituted women in our country have a 
mortality rate 40 per cent higher than the national average. 
Addiction is another trap.  
FT: How do you help women get out?
GG: There has to be a group or an individual who under-
stands the factors that have kept her there, and come along-
side and say, “We are here to help you financially.” 

They have to recognize this won’t happen overnight. 
By this time the woman probably has children. She will 
need help. Some have criminal records and don’t qualify for 
welfare. How can she support herself and her kids unless 
someone says, “We will help support you.”

There’s got to be some way they can make income. And 
with addiction there has to be someone standing beside 
them as they go through rehab.

I truly believe as a Christ follower that their encounters 
with Jesus come from being with a group of Christ follow-
ers who surround them. For the four women who speak 
for us in Defend Dignity and share their stories, if it wasn’t 
that faith in Christ, which they first saw through the love of 
people, they wouldn’t have stayed out of prostitution. 

And in all those cases, the Church played a huge role. 
Some found Christ in Alpha, for some it was through a 
small group. Yes, there are success stories where Jesus was 
not involved, but church is a huge factor. 
FT: One woman interviewed for the story I mentioned 
earlier felt she was judged at church when the pastor 

“Prostituted women    
  in our country have a 

  mortality rate 40 
per cent higher than  

 the national average.”

The Faith Today Interview:

How a Pastor’s Wife Defends the Dig nity of Women Who Are Prostituted

http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=53&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2F1611453267%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=53&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2F1611453267%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=53&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2F1611450128%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=53&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2F1611450128%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=53&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.ca%2Fexec%2Fobidos%2FASIN%2F1611450128%2Fref%3Dnosim%2Fchristianityc-20
http://digital.faithtoday.ca/faithtoday/20140102/TrackLink.action?pageName=53&exitLink=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.FaithToday.ca


54   n    January / February 2014    n     www.faithToday.ca     

found out about her former life. 
GG: That saddens me. I don’t doubt that it 
happens. Thankfully I’m not hearing that 
in my circles. It is a learning curve for most 
of us middle-class people who have been 
in church for a while. This is not common 
for us. We’re not used to coming to church 
and sitting beside a woman who has been 
prostituted. 

We have to reach a place of loving 
unconditionally. The average number of 
times it takes a woman to get out is seven 
attempts. If we meet her at attempt one, 
there will be lots of time for love and grace. 

At the forums we do, just about every 
time our women share their stories, there 
are three or four women coming and say-
ing, “This was part of my journey and I 
never told anyone.” 

It’s a little naïve of us to think there 
aren’t women in our church who have 
had this as part of their journey. 
FT: So how does Defend Dignity interact 
with churches?
GG: We do information forums. We come 
in and we bring in one of these gals to tell 
their stories. We partner with the EFC and 
Julia Beazley comes with her knowledge 
of the law. We’re advocating for the Nor-
dic model and Julia does a piece on that. 
We have a Calgary police officer travelling 
with us now.  He’s passionate about speak-
ing to men and adds a great component 
by talking about pornography. We try 
and find a frontline organization in the 
local area doing great things with the gals. 
People need the local groups right there to 
connect with. 

We have tables set up with template 
letters to MPs. We’ve put together a whole 
packet. We have done the research. If you 
took half an hour and read through, you’d 
have more knowledge than your MP. 
FT: But what about my church? I live in 
a smaller town outside Toronto where I 
don’t think we have prostitution as an 
issue.
GG: Oh my. You do, you do. Before I come 
and speak, I go on Craigslist in your part of 
the world and that tells the story. That’s all 
it takes – two clicks on my computer and 
I can tell you who is for sale in your part 
of the world. If one in nine men is buying, 
we are pretty confident they are doing it 
in your area.
FT: Do you ever have people who just 

don’t want to hear about this issue?
GG: I think what I’ve seen is God at work 
in such miraculous ways again and again 
and again. It is the joy of my life to tell 
people the difference God is making. The 
doors that have opened for us, the way He 
has come through. We had been in exist-
ence for about a year. There were three of 
us as the core group. We knew we need-
ed a First Nations woman sitting on our 
team, because how dare we speak on this 
issue without that woman at our table? 

I kept seeing a woman’s face that had 
been a cook at the soup kitchen I volun-
teered at years before. I knew nothing 
about her – just her first name and that 
she had lots of kids. I called her. I gave 
her the ten-minute version of who we 
were. She had been praying for a couple 
of months that God would use her story 
to affect women in Canada. A block from 
where we had been sitting, she had been 
turned out on the streets as a 13-year-old 
to prostitute. Her story is one from tragedy 
to triumph. 

So now she sits on our team and is 
one of our speakers. I see again and again 
God’s heart for the oppressed. When we 
do what He wants us to do, these wonder-
ful things happen.
FT: What is your sense on the situation 
in Canada with the Nordic model specif-
ically? What do you think will happen? 
GG: My sense is that the Supreme Court is 
going to do away with our laws. I totally be-
lieve in Jesus’ supremacy on this issue. No 
matter what the Supreme Court decides, 
it’s a good opportunity for Parliament to 
bring in really good laws that would work. I 
know that Parliament will have to respond. 
My job is to keep doing what I’m doing and 
leave the results up to the Lord. 

One of the beauties of our system is 
that we can influence for change, talk to 
politicians and let them know what our 
viewpoints are.

Let’s be talking to our kids, our young 
boys. We sure better be addressing this 
with our young guys. How do we talk to 
and treat girls and women? A buyer just 
doesn’t one day decide to go out and buy 
a woman. There have been steps that led 
to that. It is an economic truth that this 
thing would go away if we didn’t have men 
buying.
FT: Thank you.  FT
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Preparing Students 
for Life and Ministry

Bethany College

Discipleship, community, 
transformation
What invites you to take a closer 

look at Bethany College is our em-

phasis on active, informed disciple-

ship within a close-knit community. 

Our mission is to nurture disciples 

and train leaders to serve. We inte-

grate quality, accredited learning 

with active service within a frame-

work of over 30 combinations of ma-

jors and concentrations, including 

our most recent: restorative justice. 

Nurturing discipleship is woven into 

every facet of student life, including 

the classroom, theatre and music 

productions, athletics and service 

learning excursions to First Na-

tions communities and larger urban 

centres.

Plus, we know that discipleship 

happens best in connection with 

each other. Nearly every student 

participates in Bethany’s one-of-a-

kind mentoring and personal dis-

cernment process. Joshua Kehler, 

a student at Bethany said, “Aside 

from the great teachers, awesome 

classes and the fantastic food, the 

community is the biggest reason 

to come. The people here are very 

intentional about investing in your 

life, and there are so many different 

ways to serve here.”

We repeatedly see God using 

these aspects to bring about amaz-

ing transformation in the lives of 

our students. Whether you come 

for a two-year diploma or a four-

year BA degree, you can expect 

your time at Bethany College to 

yield lasting change and prepara-

tion for life. 

Visit www.bethany.sk.ca.
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Briercrest College and Seminary

Offering new programs
Briercrest College and Seminary has 

expanded its outstanding university-

level programs for next year.

Two new programs will be offered 

– a BA in psychology, and Imprint, a 

creative arts program for first-year 

students, which is located at the 

beautiful Muskoka Woods Resort in 

Rosseau, ON.

With the BA psychology degree 

you can start applying what you are 

learning while you are studying. It is 

a program that you can apply to your 

life, your career, your family or your 

ministry.

Imprint will help young artists 

engage their Christian faith in the 

pursuit of their art. Expand your 

portfolio with Imprint’s co-curricular 

activities: photography, pottery, 

painting, sketching, film and video. 

Students will kayak on Georgian Bay, 

go on mission trips and tour art gal-

leries in North America and Europe. 

All of Briercrest’s programs call stu-

dents to a relationship with Jesus Christ 

as they become leaders and disciples 

who serve with distinction. Faculty and 

students share a passion for learning 

together, for studying the Scriptures 

and for preparing for lives of service. 

Join over 20,000 former stu-

dents who have discovered the 

Briercrest experience.

Outstanding Christian education 

that equips you to do what you are 

passionate about.

Visit www.briercrest.ca.

Christian Higher Education Canada

Advancing Christian higher 
education
Christian Higher Education Canada 

(CHEC) is an association of Christ-
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Enroll in the Master of Divinity program for September 2014 
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centred higher education institutions, 

formed in 2005. our members work 

together to further the CHEC mission 

to advance the efficiency and effective-

ness of Christian higher education at 

member schools, including fostering 

institutional cooperation, and to raise 

public awareness of the value of Chris-

tian Higher Education in Canada. 

our membership includes 33 fully 

accredited, degree-granting institu-

tions, representing a broad spectrum 

of undergraduate and graduate 

programs across Canada. The 11 

universities, 16 Bible colleges, 12 

seminaries and 4 graduate schools 

serve over 17,000 students with qual-

ity education that shapes the whole 

person and prepares graduates 

for leadership and service in a wide 

range of vocations. over 200,000 

alumni now live and work in 85 

countries around the world, serving 

in the Church, Christian community, 

marketplace and public square. 

Visit www.checusout.ca.

Heritage

announcing new course
solid preaching strengthens church-

es. That’s why Heritage is pleased to 

announce a new five-course program 

titled Graduate Certificate in Biblical 

Preaching. It is designed for pastors 

who are in a regular preaching min-

istry and want to take their preaching 

to the next level. Courses are offered 

three times a year – March, June and 

october.

The topics and professors for the 

first cycle of courses are as follows:

1. The Personal side of Expository 

Preaching: Dr. rick reed

2. Preaching narrative: Dr. kent 

Edwards

3. Preaching the Epistles: Dr. Brian 

Chapell

4. Preaching Poetry: Dr. steve 

Mathewson

5. Apologetics, Evangelism and 

Preaching: Dr. rick Buck 

All courses will be offered in 

three-day modules with additional 

material delivered online. The 

online work will involve uploading 

sermons, completing peer evalua-

tions and receiving professor 

evaluations. 

Features of the program include 

a cross-discipline teaching team, a 

customized “personal growth plan,” 

integration of the classroom and 

the church, the creation of multiple 

sermons with ample feedback, and 

transferability of the program to 

other graduate programs.  

For more information please 

contact Dr. David Barker, Aca-

demic Dean of Heritage seminary 

(dbarker@heritageseminary.net), or 

Mr. Bob Parks, GCBP Coordinator 

(bobprks@gmail.com). 

The King’s university College

best little university in Canada 
Are you looking for a Christian edu-

cation that will challenge and inspire 

you? An education that will inform 

your career? A community where 

you will make friends? At The king’s 

University College in Edmonton, AB, 

we’ve got what it takes to prepare 

you for life, inspire you to serve and 

help you discover what your faith has 

to say about your career. 

At king’s you’ll graduate with a 

nationally recognized degree from an 

institution known for excellent pro-

fessors, personalized instruction and 

a nurturing community – a commun-

ity that loves to explore our amazing 

world and ask difficult questions.
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students responding in The 

Globe and Mail’s “Canadian Uni-

versity report 2011” gave king’s an 

A+ rating for its “quality of educa-

tion,” “student-faculty interaction” 

and “atmosphere,” and top grades 

in almost every other category. In 

the 2011 Maclean’s “onCampus,” 

king’s placed among the top five 

institutions, according to a survey 

done by the Canadian University 

survey Consortium – and overall 

the single most nurturing post-sec-

ondary institution in the country. 

If you want your heart and mind to 

be challenged and your faith to rise 

to a new level, then king’s is the best 

little university in Canada to make 

that happen.

Visit www.kingsu.ca.

Pursuing God
with Passion & Excellence

DISCOVER ALL
THAT HERITAGE 
HAS TO OFFER

1-2 Year Certi� cate Programs

3-4 Year Bachelor’s Degrees

2-3 Year Master’s Degrees

Ministry Interships •  Theology
Music • Intercultural Studies

MASTER OF DIVINITY 
INTERCULTURAL STUDIES

The Intercultural (Missions) Track of the 
Master of Divinity program is designed 
to prepare students for professional 
ministry in Canada or internationally. 
The curriculum prepares leaders by 
developing their leadership skills and 
spiritual gifts to evangelize, instruct, 
and serve those outside and inside the 
Church, regardless of their context.

175 Holiday Inn Drive
Cambridge, Ontario
Canada   N3C 3T2

1-800-465-1961
info@DiscoverHeritage.ca

DiscoverHeritage.ca

1280 Main Street West, Hamilton, ON  L8S 4K1

mcmasterdivinity.ca

Knowing

Being

Doing

Graduate Certificate ProgramsGraduate Diploma in Ministry

Ph.D.M.A.M.Div.M.T.S.

www.tyndale.ca/seminary/dmin

416.218.6757  /  1.877.TYNDALE

“I found Tyndale’s Doctor of 
Ministry program invaluable 
for updating my leadership 
perspectives and skills.”

Donna Dong, DMin 2012

Two tracks are now available:
• Leadership Development
• Spiritual Formation NEW

Multi-Ethnic / Multicultural Ministry Director, 
Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship of Canada
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Liberty university

Offering Canadian discount
located only three hours from 

Washington, DC, liberty Univer-

sity’s 7,000-acre campus boasts 

nearly 1,000 international students, 

200 of whom are from Canada. 

Cutting-edge facilities, internships 

and renowned speakers define our 

dynamic global learning community, 

which includes over 300 academic 

programs of study. 

Canadian students at liberty 

have many opportunities to partici-

pate in the exciting student life on 

campus, including skating at the la-

Haye Ice Center, attending the popu-

lar Canadian Thanksgiving Banquet 

(complete with Tim Hortons coffee) 

and cheering on the championship-

level men’s and women’s ice hockey 

teams. Go, Flames! Also for the 

sports enthusiast, liberty has 32 

club sports and 20 nCAA Division 1 

athletic programs. 

liberty also offers many scholar-

ship opportunities to make tuition 

costs more affordable, including 

a 20 percent Canadian discount 

on tuition, room and board, and 

fees. We encourage you to come on 

down to visit and get a real taste of 

the college experience by joining us 

during our College for a Weekend 

event.

Visit www.liberty.edu/canadian-

admissions for more information. 

McMaster Divinity College

Knowing… being… doing…
At McMaster Divinity College, we 

recognize that the challenges and 

complexities that Christians face 

today have never been greater. 

As an evangelical seminary situ-

ated on a large university campus 

in a diverse city, we are ideally 

equipped to fulfill our mission to de-

velop effective evangelical Christian 

leaders for the Church, academy, 

and society through university-level 

education, professional training and 

ongoing support. 

our revised Master of Divinity 

and Master of Theological stud-

ies degrees give you the freedom 

to choose the courses that you 

need to meet your goals. We also 

offer Master of Arts and Doctor of 

Philosophy degrees, as well as a 

graduate diploma in ministry and 

graduate certificate programs. 

our degrees and programs will 

prepare you for whatever path 

the lord has chosen for you. A 

visit to www.mcmasterdivinity.ca 

will show you the importance we 

place on knowing the Word of God, 

being transformed into the image 
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of Christ, and doing the work of 

ministry. McMaster Divinity College: 

knowing… being… doing…

Providence university College

Providing premier education
The mission of Providence Univer-

sity College is to educate people at 

a university level to think, live, and 

serve as Christians in society and 

the church. Providence provides a 

premier Christian university educa-

tion to students, offering a Bachelor 

of Arts degree with a choice of over 

20 majors, in the areas of Bible and 

practical theology, arts and sci-

ences, and professional studies. 

Visit www.ProvidenceUC.ca.

Providence Theological Seminary

Offering graduate training
Providence seminary offers ac-

credited certificate, master’s and 

doctoral programs that prepare 

students to help the church ac-

complish its mission. In this inter-

denominational evangelical school, 

the Providence student body rep-

resents over 15 church denomina-

tions. Providence seminary offers 

graduate training for pastoral, edu-

cational and counselling ministries. 

Visit www.Providenceseminary.ca.

 

Mile Two Discipleship School

Learning beyond the classroom
Mile Two is a new eight-month dis-

cipleship school focused on biblical 

study, experiential learning and 

seeking God. located on the Provi-

dence campus, Mile Two is commit-

ted to learning beyond the class-

room. Ministry in a variety of urban 

settings within the city of Winnipeg 

provides students with the op-

portunity to translate the study of 

scripture into a vibrant experience 

of obedient discipleship. An in-se-

mester trip to Israel helps students 

gain new perspectives and deeper 

insights into God’s Word. 

Visit  www.MileTwo.ca.

redeemer university College

Quality Christian education
Experience a quality Christian univer-

sity education at redeemer Univer-

sity College. located in Hamilton, 

on, redeemer offers more than 80 

majors and minors leading to bach-

elor’s degrees in arts, science and 

education. Here your education will 

be enhanced by small class sizes, 

well-equipped labs and classrooms, 

and a passionate and caring faculty 

who will help integrate your faith with 

whatever you choose to study.

outside the classroom, you will 

experience a dynamic campus 

A Christian University 
 in Hamilton, Ontario

At Redeemer, community extends to 
more than friendships with students 
— my professors have been incredibly 
supportive, creating a Christian 
community where I’ve grown in so many 
ways, inside and outside the classroom.  

- Julie P. Social Work major, Dorchester, Ontario 

MyRedeemer.ca/JulieReAd mORe at
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life that features recreational and 

varsity sports, music, art and drama 

performances, service projects 

and unique townhouse residences. 

you will see your faith grow through 

small groups, Bible studies and on-

campus worship.

And you will discover your passion. 

We’ll help you discern your calling 

through experiential learning oppor-

tunities such as co-ops, internships 

and off-campus studies. We also 

offer career resources and mentoring 

programs that will help you find your 

unique place in God’s world.

Each person is unique, and each 

will experience redeemer differently. 

To hear what students and faculty 

have to say about their own experi-

ence, go to www.Myredeemer.ca. or 

even better, visit us – we have a ser-

ies of Campus Visit Days, or we will 

arrange a time that works for you. 

rocky Mountain College

Developing agents of trans-
formation
rocky Mountain College (rMC) 

is a private, accredited, multi-

denominational Christian college 

located in northwest Calgary. rMC 

offers certificates, diplomas and 

bachelor’s degrees for the purpose 

of developing Christian leaders. 

We accomplish this by focusing on 

biblically based education, disciple-

ship, practical ministry experiences 

and academic excellence. rMC 

exists to develop students who 

will be effective agents of spiritual, 

moral and social transformation 

kingsu.ca

AN ARTS DEGREE  
WON’T GET YOU A JOB. 
IT’LL GET YOU A CAREER.
Same degree. Better education. King’s small classes and 
dedicated professors will guide and challenge you to expand 
your world – and your role in it – while you work towards a 
career that a Bachelor of Arts can lead to. From a Political Aid 
or Journalist, to a Parks Interpreter or Museum Guide. 
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everywhere for the glory of God. 

students at rMC can choose 

from a variety of programs ranging 

from certificates to four-year Bach-

elor of Arts degrees. At its core, 

rMC believes that Christian leader-

ship rides on Christian character 

and seeks to develop that inner core 

in all programs offered. 

We believe that who you are is 

more important than what you do. 

A few of our programs:

•	 What	If	Project	–	16	weeks	of	

travel and life-changing experi-

ences

•	 The	Edge	–	certificate	in	Christian	

discipleship

•	 Diploma	–	global	studies,	theatre	

arts and many more concentra-

tions

•	 BA	in	Human	Services	–	child	and	

youth care or counselling

•	 BA	in	Leadership	Development	–	

global leadership, pastoral leader-

ship, youth leadership and many 

more majors

•	 BA	in	Music	–	performance,	con-

temporary and church music

•	 BA	in	Theology	–	biblical	studies

Contact us at: www.rockymoun-

taincollege.ca or 1-877-yoUnrMC.

rosebud School of the arts

Learning on location
rosebud’s commitment to learning 

on location takes students to the-

atre centres in Canada and around 

the world.

First-year students spend 10 days 

on the West Coast, seeing shows 

and taking workshops with compan-

ies such as the faith-based Pacific 

Theatre in Vancouver and Chemainus 

Theatre Festival on Vancouver Island. 

second- and third-year students 

participate in a two-week trip to one 

Nurturing disciples 
and training leaders 
to serve
be t h any. s k . c a

Bachelor of Arts in Christian Studies
Church Leadership &  Youth Ministr y

Tim

Rocky Mountain College

Calgary, Alberta �• 1.877.YOUnRMC
www.rockymountaincollege.ca 

Is your journey 
taking you where 
you need to go?

Why wait?

be
change.
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of two major theatrical centres in 

the English speaking world: london, 

England, and new york City, alter-

nating each year.

This year rosebud is joined by 

students from rocky Mountain 

College for an exhilarating trip to the 

Big Apple! This intensive explora-

tion of new york City’s theatre and 

arts scene includes workshops with 

the Brooklyn Academy of Music and 

the faith-based Fire Bone Theatre. 

rosebud students will also engage in 

classical text work with the renowned 

shakespeare and Co. in lennox, 

Massachusetts, and conclude the 

trip with some powerful Canadian 

theatre in Toronto, ontario.

At rosebud school of the Arts, 

students receive professional train-

ing within a community of believing 

artists over a four-year program. 

senior students hone their skills 

through an apprenticeship with the 

popular rosebud Theatre.

For more information, see www.

rosebudschoolofthearts.com or call 

at 403-677-2350.

Tyndale Seminary

Offering two DMin tracks
Tyndale’s Doctor of Ministry (DMin) 

program enables students to in-

crease their ministry effectiveness, 

grow spiritually and excel profes-

sionally. Tyndale is now offering two 

distinct tracks in the DMin program. 

Interested candidates can take the 

Ministry leadership track or try the 

new spiritual Formation track that fo-

cuses on spiritual life and practices.

Aileen Van Ginkel, a recent Tyndale 

DMin graduate, describes her experi-

ence in Tyndale’s DMin program.

“My DMin experience at Tyndale 

seminary brought out my curiosity 

and desire to think creatively about 

the issues I was dealing with in vari-

ous parts of my life. I greatly appre-

ciated the emphasis on integrating 

spiritual health into the picture 

we were building of ourselves as 

leaders following Jesus Christ into 

the world. Working in an academic 

environment for three years has had 

a spill-over effect: I continue to read 

and study in ways that I had not be-

fore I entered the program, and trust 

that this discipline will have ongoing 

benefit to my work.”

To learn more about Tyndale’s 

DMin program visit www.tyndale-

seminary.ca/dmin, or speak to an 

admissions counsellor by calling 416-

218-6757 or 877-TynDAlE. Wher-

ever God takes you, be prepared.
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BiBlical Study 
Study the Bible in-depth and learn from teachers who model the life of a dis-

ciple of Jesus in their everyday life.  Mile Two students will develop a biblical 

worldview, and find answers to questions about faith and the Bible.

urBan MiniStry
Mile Two is committed to learning beyond the classroom. Ministry in a variety 

of urban settings within the city of Winnipeg, provides students with the 

opportunity to translate the study of scripture into a vibrant experience of 

obedient discipleship. Mile Two students will engage in meaningful service. Each 

student will be placed in a urban ministry for the entire eight months, becoming 

a part of the community in which they serve - building relationships, and making 

an impact.

ExpEriEncE iSraEl
Walk the land that Jesus walked!  An essential component of Mile Two is a trip to 

Israel.  Students will gain a new perspective on the Bible as they experience the 

land and the culture with all their senses.  Scripture will come alive in a new way 

and students will gain deeper insights about God’s Word.

Mile Two is a new 8-month 

discipleship school focusing 

on biblical study, experiential 

learning, and seeking God. Our 

mission is to develop disciples of 

Jesus who are compassionate, 

self-sacrificing and absolutely 

committed to pursuing Jesus in 

every area of life.

email: miletwo@prov.ca
phone: 1.204.433.7488
toll-free: 1.800.668.7768 

www.Miletwo.ca

l a u n c h i n g  F a l l  2 0 1 4

Mile Two Discipleship School   10 College Crescent, Otterburne, MB R0A 1G0
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an unending series of meetings in the dreary setting 
of winter in London, England is probably not most 
people’s idea of a great vacation. But the representa-

tives of Britain’s North American colonies who gathered 
there in 1866-7 had serious business – the unification of 
those colonies to form a single Confederation.

As the final negotiations wound down, the delegates 
agreed the new country should be called “Canada.” But they 
became stuck on what kind of juris-
diction “Canada” would be. Would 
it be a kingdom? A viceroyalty?

The answer came from Samuel 
Leonard Tilley, a New Brunswick 
delegate and former premier, who 
suggested a “dominion.” Tilley was 
inspired by his morning devotional 
readings from Psalm 72:8: “He shall have dominion also from 
sea to sea, and from the river unto the ends of the earth” (KJV).

The phrase “from sea to sea” seemed perfectly suited for 
the new country the delegates were hoping to build, and the 
name “Dominion of Canada” stuck.

Stories like this one grab our attention as Christians who 
are also Canadians. They lead us to ask just what was the 
role of our faith in the founding of our country? In what 
sense, if any, was Canada founded as a Christian country?

To answer this question, we need to avoid – as C. S. Lewis 
said about belief in devils — two equal and opposite errors.

The first error we can make is to retroactively secularize 
our past by scrubbing all the Christian influences out of it.

Such an attitude simply shrugs off things like the Psalm 
72 reference as irrelevant. This is too often the tendency 
of secular professors and teachers in secular universities 
and public schools, many of whom would prefer to write 
religion out of our collective history.

One popular textbook used widely by university courses 
on Canadian history, for example, has only five references to 
Protestantism in its 600-plus pages. Conservative Protestant-
ism or Evangelicalism is only mentioned twice – and once 
in connection with the Klu Klux Klan!

This marginalization of the role of Christianity in our past 
is both insulting and historically irresponsible. At the time 
of Confederation, virtually every Canadian identified with a 

He Shall Have Dominion 
From Sea to Sea
Was Canada founded as a Christian 
country?

Christian denomination (whether or not they were faithful 
church members). Christian influences suffused both pri-
vate and public life. And the same has been true for most of 
Canadian history since then. To pass over this in silence is 
simply bad history. Who would think of writing a textbook on 
the history of the Middle East that ignores the role of Islam?

Nevertheless, we can also make the opposite error of 
retroactively sanctifying our collective past as Canadians.

The fact that Canada got its title from a Bible verse does 
not mean the Fathers of Confederation wrote the British 
North America Act with a quill in one hand and an open 
Bible in the other.

The specific form of government they adopted – for all 
its merits – was the fruit of centuries of British political de-
velopment, not of sustained reflection on biblical political 
principles. Their foremost concern was cutting a deal that 

would satisfy their political support-
ers and get them re-elected.

Likewise, though they pro-
fessed Christianity, several of the 
politicians who met in London 
that year were hardly shining ex-
amples of Christian leadership. 
Some were notorious for their 

drunkenness, while others had engaged in serious political 
corruption. Nor were all of their ideas the best we could 
aspire to as Christians – they were unanimous, for example, 
in assuming that women should not be able to vote.

For these and other reasons, we need to be careful not 
to set up the late 19th century as a kind of golden age in 
which Canada was a thoroughly Christian country. But as 
Canadian Christians who care about our country, we can 
take heart knowing our faith has indeed played an import-
ant and positive role in our past.

Take the example of Tilley himself, who gave up a lucra-
tive career as a pharmacist because his evangelical faith 
motivated him to enter the rough-and-tumble of politics to 
work for the good of his community. Historian Christopher 
Moore judges Tilley to have been “probably the most skilful 
finance minister Canada had in the nineteenth century.”

If God’s dominion is going to be manifest in our nation 
“from sea to sea,” it will be through men and women like 
Tilley whose faith leads them to work for the common good 
in our common life.  ”  FT

KevIn FLaTT is assistant professor of history at 
redeemer University College in Hamilton, ont., 
and author of After Evangelicalism: The Sixties 
and the United Church of Canada (McGill-
Queens University Press, 2013).

HistoryLesson   n   By  kEVIn  FlATT
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It has been said that “the hope of the world” is the lo-
cal church. This is as true today as it was when Jesus 
declared, “I will build my church, and the gates of hell 

shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 16:18, ESV).
But the local church is more than steeples, buildings, 

sanctuaries, congregations, pews, robes, priests and 
preachers. The local church, as many of us have been re-
learning over the past few decades, 
has a mandate to love and impact 
the city in which she resides. 

Every Christian can become 
a servant and a disciple maker 
in their neighbourhood and in 
their workplace, and it is the job 
of churches to equip us to do so. 

Do you agree that we all share 
the goal that every member of the 
Body of Christ, including every member of each local con-
gregation, would be lovingly engaged in the purpose of 
God – to build His Church and invite all into His presence?

Surely we all want our congregations to be places 
where the Word is taught, the faith is shared, missions 
are at the forefront, the hungry are fed and the poor are 
cared for.

But where do the workplace and the marketplace fit in? 
These are the places where average Christians encounter 
their colleagues and customers, bosses and employees for 
many hours every day. 

Many of us today are realizing these too are places of 
worship. These too are part of the Church. 

There are many different ways to include the work-
place and the marketplace in our understanding of the 
Church. The key is to engage the whole Church in the 
greater work of serving the Lord while going about daily 
demands and responsibilities. 

What’s a bit new for some of us is realizing that reach-
ing our city isn’t necessarily accomplished by inviting 
people to church or to a concert. 

I have often argued Christians should not invite some-
one to church before inviting them into their home.

This point is based on the idea that the Church is big-
ger than our designated Christian buildings and meeting 
places. Our mission is to co-operate in advancing the 
Kingdom of God, which extends to everywhere and any-

The Hope of the World
our vision of the church should include 
the marketplace.

where that people acknowledge Him as king, including 
our homes and workplaces. 

The Lord’s Prayer declares, “Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done” (Matthew 6:10, KJV). All are invited and all 
will be challenged to choose just whom they will serve. 
The workplace in particular is an unreached domain into 
which we are to shine the light of hope and truth.

Kingdom-focused workers, whether CEOs, managers, 
manufacturers, maids or merchants, have His work to do 
as they serve with diligence and competence in the place 
of their calling. 

We trust the Holy Spirit to convict and to save those 
who are encountered and served. Meanwhile, we can 

seek to live a life that honours 
the Lord, loves and serves others, 
and, when presented with an op-
portunity, declares that Jesus is 
Lord of our life. 

Yes, pastors are called to 
serve, as are all who come into a 
dynamic love relationship with 
Jesus Christ. Whom are you called 
to serve?

Let me say a special word about marketplace leaders. 
These women and men have influence and thus special op-
portunities to convey God’s love for the city. God has called 
and empowered business leaders to partner with pastors to 
impact every segment of our cities. 

Let’s put an end to silos in our ministry and our think-
ing. Let’s work for one church in unity (John 17:17–21), 
using the gifts of apostolic leaders, pastors and priests, 
teachers and prophets, intercessors and entrepreneurs! 

We can all be men and women of influence in our com-
munities, people who choose to live and work in such a 
way that others are compelled to notice and be blessed. It 
is already happening now in cities around the corner and 
around the globe.

God is not doing a new thing. He is moving by His 
Spirit as He always has. People of all cultures and capaci-
ties are hearing and acting upon His word. Church people 
are again serving as the face of the local church, not just 
when they are doing church-sponsored activities, but 
wherever they go.  FT

gerry Organ of Greely, ont., is a marketplace 
minister in ottawa on behalf of one Way Ministries 

(www.onewayministries.ca), an organization that exists to 
invest in kingdom leaders and promote unity and health in 

the Church. He previously served ten years as executive 
director of Christian Business Ministries Canada.

businessMatters   n   By  GErry orGAn
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My grandmother was great, but she had that special 
mother-in-law gift of raising my mother’s blood 
pressure. A well-timed comment about cooking 

or childrearing would leave my mom stammering and 
defensive.

As a teenager I would walk by and whisper, “Water 
off a duck’s back, Mom.” She came to understand my 
code – Let it go. Nana doesn’t mean anything by it, and we 
know you’re a good wife and mother – and my whispers 
usually helped. But now I wish I had known to say, “Roll 
it onto God, Mom.”

Psalm 37:5 tells us to “commit your way to the Lord.” 
Translated, this verse says something like, “Roll onto Jeho-
vah thy way.” At certain family dinners that means passing 
the gravy and “rolling” the need to defend ourselves, as 
well as our more serious needs and concerns, onto God.

Jesus was quoting Psalm 37:11 (KJV) when He said, 
“The meek shall inherit the earth,” and it turns out the 
whole psalm is a primer on meekness. I have always been 
a little overmeek (reticent, shy, too deferential). So when 
I read the Bible and find the meek congratulated, I’m de-
lighted.

But there’s a catch. It turns out only two people in 
Scripture are described as meek – Moses and Jesus. So 
meekness likely has little to do with timidity.

If meekness isn’t weakness, what is it? The word has an 
association with domesticated animals, specifically beasts 
of burden. At first blush this etymology doesn’t thrill me. 
I don’t particularly aspire to be oxlike. But when I think 
about it, an ox at the plough is not weak but extraordinar-
ily strong. The key, though, is that his power is harnessed 
and directed. Perhaps meekness is strength submitted to 
an appropriate authority.

Shortly after I began writing this column, I found my-
self in rare conflict with a friend. At first, I thought my 
anger was giving me strength, bolstering my courage so 
I could deal with the issues. But the anger soon betrayed 
me, sapping my energy and compromising my ability to 
act according to wisdom and divine direction. It’s only as I 
have turned my hurt and the overwhelming urge to prove 
I’m right over to God that I’ve begun to be able to respond 
(and sometimes resist responding) from a place of holy, 
rather than human, strength.

Psalm 37 is all about strength in meekness. It deals with 

Strength in Meekness
What to do with the anger that saps 
strength.

trusting God to be God, and with not trying to do His job. 
The meek, for example, don’t repay evil for evil. They rely 
on God for justice (vv.1-3). Several verses mention that 
the meek don’t fret. And the meek let God provide their 
hearts’ desires rather than trying to manipulate people and 
circumstances to get what they want (v.4).

How much energy do I expend trying to secure provi-
sions, control outcomes and manage people’s perceptions 
of me? Psalm 37 tells us the meek give that labour up. 
They trust God’s claims that He will provide, protect and 
defend, and in so doing free up resources for putting their 
hands to God’s plough. It’s a good plan.

But here’s the thing: I would be fine with rolling my 
burdens onto God if I were guaranteed resolution. There’s 
a joke that describes the effects of playing a country song 
backwards – your spouse returns, your dog is resurrected 
and your truck starts working again. I wish that surrender 
to God worked the same way.

But faith isn’t like that. The biblical witness is that cir-
cumstances often get more challenging, not less, when 
your way is committed to the Lord. So why roll it onto 
God if “it” (the need, circumstance, quarrelsome friend or 
critical in-law) isn’t necessarily going to get fixed?

There are stories about prisoners in Nazi camps who 
were made to move heavy boulders from one end of a field 
to the other, only to carry them back again. Many of the 
men were eventually driven mad, not by the backbreaking 
nature of the work, but by its futility.

It isn’t the experience of being misunderstood (or 
suffering or poverty) itself that will undo us, but rather 
the sense we are enduring hardship to no good end. That’s 
why the Apostle Paul emphasized that we do not labour in 
vain (1 Corinthians 15:58). We discover there is no wasted 
effort or pain because there is nothing God cannot redeem.

I have a choice. I can wear myself out pushing the 
boulders of my life around my prison yard. Or I can 
be meek and roll those burdens onto God. I’m not sure 
exactly what Jesus meant when  He said, “The meek shall 
inherit the earth,” but I’ve certainly discovered that this 
world is a better place when I roll it off my shoulders and 
into His hands.   FT

CarOLyn arenDS published a previous version of this 

column in her e-book Theology in Aisle Seven: The Uncom-

mon Grace of Everyday Spirituality (Christianity Today 

International, 2012), available at www.carolynarends.com. 

Hear more from singer, writer and speaker Carolyn Arends 

at this spring’s Women Alive conferences in Grande Prairie, 

Alta., and Waterloo, ont. (www.womenalive.org). Find more 

of these columns at www.theEFC.ca/WomenAliveFT. 

WomenAlive   n   By  CArolyn ArEnDs 
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The conversation at the restaurant breakfast table 
was blunt. A group of men were looking at the last 
11 verses of Matthew 6 and wondering how to 

“seek first the Kingdom of God.” 
What does it mean to trust our day-to-day needs will be 

supplied by a heavenly Father? Can we really live that out? 
Not easily.
“I don’t really think about church stuff at my job,” 

commented a computer program-
mer. “Does that mean I’m serving 
wealth, not God?”

From there the discussion soared 
– or sank, depending on your point 
of view. No one volunteered to quit 
his job and hit the road in search of 
Christian volunteer service opportun-
ities. We agreed what we call work 
is essential to human well-being, but 
that the money it generates should 
not be the driving force of our lives.

Is how we spend our time a fair 
indication of our priorities? By that 
yardstick we had to recognize our 
money-making activities certainly 
do rank high – higher than church, family time, explicit 
Christian ministry, and even higher than sleep.

So, how do we “seek first the Kingdom of God” when 
we’re basically just occupied with the stuff of daily living? 
Even when we’re not working, we keep plenty busy with 
all kinds of good and wholesome activities – shopping, 
preparing food, eating, visiting friends, recreation, exercis-
ing, listening to music, reading books, watching movies 
and so on.

How do we seek or serve God when we’re not actively 
thinking about God stuff? When we’re occupied with the 
mundane affairs of life on Earth? When Kingdom stuff 
just doesn’t register?

When Is god Most real?
Somewhere in the midst of this discussion I dropped the 
question, “When is God most real to you?” The answers 
were telling. “In times of crisis,” replied one. “When I’m 
very tired and feeling helpless,” said another. “When a 
child is born or someone dies.”

god and My Job
What’s the right way to juggle mundane 
work and God’s kingdom?

We cringed to realize our awareness of God tends to 
fade when things are just grooving along nicely. It’s not 
unusual to take good things for granted, and to become 
more appreciative when our needs are harder to satisfy.

We’re most thankful for food when we’ve been hungry 
for a season, more grateful for good clothes when we’ve 
lived in rags. Comfort is most precious when it comes 
in the aftermath of great torment, money most valuable 
when it relieves desperate poverty, and community most 
welcome in the wake of deep loneliness.

Life’s more demanding moments force us to recognize 
the limitations of our humanity, and feel most strongly the 
spiritual impulses of our souls. “Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothes?” (Matthew 6:25). These 

are the moments when the immedi-
ate concerns of life fade into the big 
picture of cosmic reality.

And so we do well to ask our-
selves, What is real? What is good? 
What is lasting? What should I do?

How Christian spirituality il-
luminates everyday life is a huge 
topic. But a good starting point is 
to realize life is most worth living 
when it’s not all about ourselves. 
Life is most worth living when it 
leaves room for the Spirit and takes 
profound interest in the welfare of 
others.

Our little breakfast club even 
picked up a glimmer of insight that God’s presence and 
blessing does not depend on our immediate mental at-
tentiveness. Our emotions, actions and natural reactions 
also reveal a great deal about who we are, who we are 
becoming and whom we serve.

“But strive first for the kingdom of God and his right-
eousness, and all these things will be given to you as well” 
(Matthew 6:33, NRS). We want to believe it. Lord, help us 
in our unbelief.  FT

DOug KOOP is a Winnipeg-based writer and spiritual 
health specialist. Find more of these columns at 

www.theEFC.ca/BlessedIsTheMan.

BlessedIsTheMan   n   By doug Koop
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The great essayist Frederick Buechner wrote in one 
of his books that “God does not sign his sunsets.” 
Buechner, an ordained Presbyterian minister born 

in 1926, has struggled most of his life with doubt and de-
pression. Buechner’s life was forever altered by the suicide 
of his father when Fred was just ten years old. It is no 
surprise that themes of loss and darkness pervade his ser-
mons and novels – but amazingly there is an even greater 
recognition of the signs of God’s presence. Given a God 
who does not sign His sunsets, many people legitimately 
ask where to find signs of His existence and care.

Of the classical signs for God, my personal favourite 
is the teleological argument, the proof from design. Athe-
ists often brag this age-old proof has been disproven by 
Darwin and modern evolutionary theory, but they’re not 
even close to being right. Yes, William Paley’s famous argu-
ment from the watch to the watchmaker has had to be re-
fined, but the evidence for the fine tuning and extravagant 
complexity of our bodies, our planet and the universe has 
become overwhelming.

To get a sense of the power of design, let me ask you to 
find out for yourself the answer to three questions: How 
fast do hair cells in your inner ear vibrate? How many 
capillaries are there in the human body and how long 
are they if stretched out? How many nerve fibers in the 
human optic nerve? 

We can hear, breathe, and see because God has done 
breathtaking feats of engineering design in the hair cell, 
capillary and optic nerve. The fine tuning of the human 
body confirms the Psalmist’s declaration that we are “fear-
fully and wonderfully made.” 

The same holds true if we look wider to the fine tuning 
needed for human life to be sustained. On these matters 
some great guides include John Lennox, the Oxford math-
ematician, Stephen Meyer (see his Signature in the Cell: DNA 
and the Evidence for Intelligent Design, HarperOne, 2009), 
Alister McGrath (A Fine-Tuned Universe: The Quest for God in 
Science and Theology, Westminster John Knox Press, 2009), 
and Francis Collins (The Language of God: A Scientist Pre-
sents Evidence for Belief, Simon & Schuster, 2006). 

Christians are divided on the topic of evolution, and I 
will leave that important debate to another column. But 

Looking for Signs 
of god
What can we find in creation, history, 
scripture and human experience?

for now we can say the argument from design is shared 
by all Christians, whether young-Earth creationists (Ken 
Ham and Kurt Wise), old-Earth advocates (Hugh Ross), 
intelligent design theorists (Meyer, Phillip E. Johnson and 
Michael Behe) or theistic evolutionists (McGrath, Collins 
and Denis Lamoureux). 

The common ground here is the necessity of God as 
source, whether on the origin of life, the evolutionary pro-
cesses at either a micro or macro level, or life’s meaning. 
Atheistic evolution has no ultimate explanatory power, 
a fact that led the famous cosmologist Allan Sandage to 
Christian faith.

Beyond the creation order God also shows up in our 
experiences. Granted, some of life’s darkest moments can 
suggest the reality of Satan and demonic powers. How-
ever, that is not the whole story since God appears in 
the delightful dramas of our lived experiences. His Spirit 
brings us into peace, meaning, happiness and joy – the 
last of these being the theme of C. S. Lewis’s famous auto-
biography. 

Stories of dramatic conversions point to God. One 
person recently told me of a dream that instantly led her 
to Christ. Another mentioned an experience of speaking 
in tongues that was absolutely liberating. God answers 
prayer, brings healing to broken bodies and spirits, offers 
grace to sinners and even gives strength to endure life’s 
unbearable tragedies. 

One example of God’s grace is in the life of Dawn 
Smith Jordan. If you saw a picture of her, you would as-
sume this former Miss South Carolina has it all made. 
However, Jordan’s path to beauty queen came after the 
kidnapping and murder of her sister Shari in 1985. God 
was with Shari in her last moments and with her sister 
and family as they endured her loss.

Buechner’s most celebrated fictional character is Leo 
Bebb, a bumbling evangelist of sorts. Bebb is not known 
for his academic skills, so when asked about the onto-
logical, cosmological or teleological arguments for God, 
he is reluctant to comment. Bebb does say, “Well, Jesus 
believed in God. That’s good enough for me.” 

Buechner knew full well that God’s best sign is given 
in Jesus of Nazareth. Yes, the heavens and the earth de-
clare God’s glory, and our experiences are signs of God’s 
presence, but the ultimate sign from God was given in 
the manger, by the Sea of Galilee, on a cross and at an 
empty tomb.  FT

JaMeS a. beverLey is professor of Christian thought 
and ethics at Tyndale seminary in Toronto. Find more of 

these columns at www.theEFC.ca/religionWatch. 

ReligionWatch   n   By jAmes A. Beverley
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Seeing god 
Differently: a 
Fresh Look at Our 
unchanging Father 
author: eddie Chu
Word alive Press, 2013. 
184 pages. 
$18 (e-book $8.79)

Perhaps you, like me, feel 
embarrassed by God. 

I’m not talking about 
the God I know and love. I’m 
talking about the god I see por-

trayed as a 
fragile prude 
– so offended 
by my least of-
fence that He 
is going to send 
me to hell. 

It’s made 
me reluctant to 

share my faith when the starting 
point is asking a person to accept 
that they are a sinner. Unfortu-
nately I thought the Bible taught 
this as the only way.

So did Eddie Chu, a manage-
ment consultant from Toronto 
(now living in Ottawa). But 
something puzzled him while 
reading the Scriptures. He had 
been taught that Adam and Eve’s 
sin had caused God to end their 
close relationship and kick them 
out of the Garden of Eden. But 
Genesis 3 seemed to imply that 
God was still looking for a rela-
tionship, and that Adam and Eve 
were the ones who broke it off, 
hiding from God when He came 
to have His usual visit with them.

That started him on a jour-
ney that led to this book. Chu 
read the Scriptures with fresh 
eyes and concluded that, yes, 
He is ultimately the judge, but 
He leads as a loving father draw-
ing us back into relationship.

Chu decided to literally go 
back to school to ensure what he 
was discovering was theologic-
ally sound. He completed the 
core requirements of a master’s 
in theological studies at Tyndale 

Seminary in Toronto and used 
every opportunity to bounce his 
discoveries off his professors. 
They affirmed his findings were 
biblically well grounded.

Perhaps you are thinking, 
But what about…? referring 
to a Scripture text. Much of 
this book deals with resolving 
those “what about” questions. 

–Les Lindquist

Questioning your 
Way to Faith: 
Learning to 
Disagree Without
being Disagreeable
author: Peter Kazmaier
Wolfsburg Imprints/Word 
alive, 2013. 136 pages. 
$11.54 (e-book $4.03)

For many, the 
biggest ques-
tions of life 

are intellectual bar-
riers that must be 
removed before 
genuine faith in God 
becomes possible,” 
states Peter Kaz-
maier in his preface. 
He then asserts that faith and 
experiment are complement-
ary, not contradictory, and 
uses analysis, logic and precise 
language to dismantle many of 
these barriers. 

This is an apologetic for a 
21st-century audience. Kaz-
maier writes with realism and 
humour, avoiding stereotype, 
jargon and emotional over-
lay. His work as a scientist at 
Queen’s University is evident 
in his objective discussion of 
issues. His skill as an author 
makes this small volume emi-
nently readable. 

The context is a conversa-
tion between two university 
science students. Both come 
from nonbelieving families. 
Al’s search for God began as 
adolescent rebellion. Floyd, a 
self-avowed atheist, has been 

shaken in his beliefs by the 
funeral of his grandmother 
where a letter was read in 
which she affirmed her faith in 
God and in Jesus. (Questioning 
Your Way to Faith is actually a 
prequel to the publisher’s 2012 
release The Halcyon Disloca-
tion, a sci-fi fantasy which in-
volves Al and Floyd.)

The dialogue begins with 
Floyd’s statement to Al, “I’m 
pretty sure you’re a Christian 
… yet you don’t seem like a ‘nut 
job.’ ” The two characters speak 
candidly throughout, some-
times with considerable passion. 

This book has value for all 
Christians. It deals with ques-
tions and issues prevalent in our 
culture and frequently mouthed 

as arguments against 
faith, and it provides 
thorough, thoughtful 
responses. 

Perhaps  even 
more important than 
the intellectual con-
tent is the way it mod-
els honest, respectful 
conversation. A study 

guide is included. 
–Bonnie Beldan-Thomson

The Quest: Christ 
amidst the Quest
author: Lyman C.D. 
Kulathungam
Wipf & Stock, 2012. 
272 pages. 
$32 (e-book $9.99) 

How does Christ relate to 
the world’s religions? 
Lyman Kulathungam 

tackles a big question in this 
book. A native of Sri Lanka, he 
is the intercultural dean emeri-
tus of Master’s College and 
Seminary in Peterborough, 
Ont. He suggests that to be hu-
man is to embark on a quest, 
which he defines as “a search 
for life’s meaning, an attempt 
to get out of the predicament 
one feels that he or she is in.”

After laying a conceptual 
framework, he aims to decipher 
the nature of the aspirations 
religious people express, and 
determine how Christ relates 
to the quests of eight faith com-
munities. The 
reader who wades 
through this theor-
etical material will 
benefit from what 
follows.

Kulathungam 
devotes a chap-
ter to the follow-
ing “typical ex-
amples of the human religious 
quest:” Confucianism, Taoism, 
Shintoism, Buddhism, Hindu-
ism, Sikhism, Islam and Ab-
originalism. However, readers 
hoping for a typical book on 
world religions, comparative 
religions or Christian apologet-
ics will have to look elsewhere.

His thesis is that Christ can 
satisfy the religious quest be-
cause of the uniqueness of His 
salvific mission, His person-
hood and the means by which 
one can appropriate what He 
offers. Kulathungam’s approach 
is nonjudgmental because, he 
says, “All fall within the saving 
work of Christ and the ambit of 
His grace.”

A chapter on Judaism 
would have been welcome but, 
as Kulathungam points out, it 
“needs a different conceptual 
framework.” Perhaps he’ll take 
up this task in a sequel.

If, as Kulathungam suggests, 
humans are “thirsty for a bet-
ter quality of life both here and 
hereafter,” then Jesus Christ, 
God’s “one and only Son,” is well 
equipped to satisfy such a quest 
in a shrinking global village.

The Quest can serve as a 
college or seminary textbook, 
but will also appeal to the lay-
person interested in relating 
Christ to the world’s major re-
ligions.              –Burton K. Janes
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Heaven’s Prey: 
a redemption’s 
edge novel
author: Janet Sketchley
Choose nOW Publishing, 
2013. 265 pages. 
$15.66 (e-book $1.05)

The storm that 46-year-old 
Ruth Warner braves to 
attend her weekly prayer 

meeting is a perfect opening to 
this debut novel 
by Nova Sco-
tia native Janet 
Sketchley. Ruth’s 
husband Tony 
can’t understand 
why she would 
go out on such a 
night to pray for 
Harry Silver, the 

serial killer who abducted then 
murdered their beautiful niece 
Susan. 

But Ruth’s nightmares of 
Silver’s destiny without sal-
vation drive her, especially 
now that he has escaped from 
prison and other Susans may 
be in danger. Little does Ruth 
guess, when she stops at a 
convenience store on her way 
home, who will soon be in Sil-
ver’s clutches.

Heaven’s Prey is suspense at 
its most gripping. In it Sketch-
ley makes us face our worst 
nightmares in the company of 
a depraved man with no com-
passion, seemingly no con-
science and a deep-
rooted hatred of God 
and everyone associ-
ated with Him. At the 
same time we delve, 
through flashbacks, 
into Silver’s past, fol-
lowing his rise to star-
dom on the NASCAR 
circuit even as his ad-
diction to pornography spirals 
him into a world of obsession 
and lust. 

Sketchley’s vigorous prose 
places us squarely in each 

scene, whether it’s tied up in 
an isolated Nova Scotia cottage 
or careening around racetrack 
obstacles in this scene: “Danger 
came from what he couldn’t 
see…. The tire rubber would 
delaminate in long strips and 
flail his chassis to bits.” 

Though the subject matter 
is edgy, Sketchley avoids gra-
tuitous disturbing description. 
What comes through in this 
bite-your-nails tale is the pos-
sibility of redemption. God, 
the tireless pursuer intent on 
capturing even the worst of 
sinners, is the real hero of this 
story. Discussion questions at 
the end of the book help read-
ers debrief and make sense of 
what they’ve just lived through. 
At press time there’s a free 
sample chapter of the book at 
www.choosenowpublishing.
com.                  –Violet Nesdoly

How to Talk to a 
Skeptic: an easy-
to-Follow guide for 
natural Conversa-
tions and effective 
apologetics
author: Donald J. Johnson.
bethany House, 2013. 
272 pages. 
$16.99 (e-book $9.99)

although the president 
of Don Johnson Evan-
gelistic Ministries lives 

in Southern California, he was 
born in Saskatch-
ewan. His new book 
stands out among 
many others dealing 
with apologetics in 
that it does not focus 
on apologetic argu-
ments. Instead it re-
volves around how 
to have productive 

conversations with skeptics.
Johnson begins by build-

ing a framework for fruitful 
conversations. Many evangel-
istic conversations go wrong 

because the Christian has the 
wrong expectations or goals. 
Johnson helps the reader to 
begin well.

He goes on to outline what 
skeptics need to know about 
God. He goes right for the ques-
tions skeptics have, issues such 
as the reason for biblical rules, 
and the nature of heaven and 
hell. It’s obvious his material 
does not come from a philoso-
phy textbook, but from real-life 
conversations.

The book includes explora-
tions of the God hypothesis 
as well as questions about sex 
and hypocrisy. These topics 
could easily be very abstract 
and yet the author keeps his re-
sponses firmly in the context of 
conversations with real people.

Readers looking for lists 
of arguments to win debates 
will be disappointed here. But 
those looking for practical 
ways to improve faith conver-
sations with skeptical friends 
and family should find the 
book they have been look-
ing for.          –Stephen Bedard

Called to be Saints: 
an Invitation to 
Christian Maturity
author: gordon Smith
IvP academic, 2014. 
256 pages. 
$27 (e-book $9.99)

The tendency in evangel-
ical circles to summar-
ize the Christian life in 

terms of whether the believer has 
prayed the “sinner’s prayer” is a 
serious concern (well, for me at 
least, as a pastor). If all you have 
to do is  “accept Jesus as Lord 
and Saviour,” we can seem to be 
making decisions, not disciples. 
Gordon Smith would agree. 

In fact, he would say this 
leads to what he calls “thera-
peutic deism,” rather than an 
involved Trinitarian Christian 
faith, where we think, Just say 

the prayer and wait for heaven. 
There is not much to do in be-
tween. 

The New Testament has a 
different approach. The goal 
of Paul’s proclamation is to 
present everyone mature in 
Christ (Colossians 1:28). Theo-
logically speaking there is more 
than being de-
clared right-
eous exter-
nally through 
our Lord Jesus 
Christ (Rom-
ans 5:1). There 
is still an inter-
nal process 
that all believ-
ers go through. We are to par-
ticipate in that transforming 
walk in union with Christ (Col-
ossians 2:6). 

Smith sees four dimensions 
to Christian maturity – biblical 
wisdom (sapiential holiness), 
being active in the work we are 
called for (vocational holiness), 
loving relationships (social holi-
ness) and intentional, affection-
ate joy (emotional holiness). 

Although Smith is theo-
logical in his approach, he 
does not leave us hanging in 
the air without any practical 
suggestions. There are two 
evangelical institutions where 
his view of Christian maturity 
can be developed – the local 
church and Christian higher 
education. He ends the book 
by giving us his vision as to 
how these two transformative 
agencies can recalibrate to ad-
vance Christian maturity. 

Smith makes us rethink 
where we are going in our 
attempts to make mature dis-
ciples who participate in the 
total Christian life, as opposed 
to a mere sedentary posture 
in a Sunday morning service. 
However, if we pick up his 
ideas, it will be a long road 
ahead for us.            –Pye Chew
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A new Canadian 
report studied 2,049 
young adults and 
suggests ways to 
reverse the trend. 

Commissioned 
by The Evangelical 

Fellowship of Canada 
Youth and Young Adult 

Ministry Roundtable.

Are young people 
LEAVING YOUR CHURCH?
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to order your copy today.
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CAREERs

MIssIONsFEsT VANCOUVER
sEEkING ExECUTIVE DIRECTOR
MFV exists to inform, celebrate and involve 
Christ followers in missions.

The ED directs an annual world-class con-
ference; develops a broad Church and Mis-
sion Agency base; oversees the year-round 
ministry of MFV, its staff, committees and 
volunteers in conjunction with the Board of 
Directors.

Go to www.missionsfestvancouver.ca/
ed-search/ for details. Deadline Jan. 23, 2014.

ExECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Christian Legal Fellowship is seeking a full-
time Executive Director for their National 
Office in Burlington, Ontario.
He/she shall: 
• provide leadership in developing and ad-

vancing legal issues affecting Christians 
across Canada

• provide leadership and promote growth in 
its 600+ members  

• oversee the planning of an annual confer-
ence and represent the CLF to other orga-
nizations, churches and the media 
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Study At Your Own Pace

Liberty Bible College & Seminary

DegreeS Through Correspondence
Associate through Ph.D.
Credit for life experience
For more inFormation contact us at
� lbcs.org����•����lbcands@gmail.com
352-621-4991�or�write�to�us�at:
5480�S.�Suncoast�Blvd.,�
Homosassa,�FL�34446�U.S.A.

• implement and administer fundraising 
initiatives to ensure sufficient funds for the 
ongoing operation.
The ED shall be committed to Jesus Christ 

as Lord with a sense of a call to ministry and 
must demonstrate a high level of integrity in 
lifestyle and Christian values. He/she must be 
computer literate and have business manage-
ment, organizational skills and a background 
in law.

For more information e-mail Mike Menear 
at janet@menearlaw.com

MIsCELLANEOUs

BIBLE LAND TOURs
100s of departures to Israel, Jordan, Egypt, 
Italy, Steps of Paul in Greece & Turkey, 
Best of Britain, Germany, Switzerland, etc. 
www.pilgrimtours.com 800-322-0788

CHURCH CUsHIONs
40 years’ experience, references, free info! 
www.pewcushions.com 800-396-7555

Do you want to discuss 

articles from Faith Today 
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recently I served on a panel at the University of Brit-
ish Columbia on the future of Christianity in Canada. 
Predicting such a future seems like a waste of time. 

Who will remember, let alone care, what we said on such a 
panel? Yet such an exercise can have value as we plan our 
next steps. Here’s a summary of what I said.

People practise religion for two main reasons. First, they 
use religion to get something else they want. They go to 
church to please their spouse or to find 
one. They attend synagogue because their 
ethnic community expects them to do so. 
They go to the mosque to strengthen busi-
ness partnerships or shine up their public 
image. And on a broader scale religion is 
used as a rallying point for a political cause 
(such as nationalism) or a legitimation for 
a quite different motive (such as seizing 
the lands and fortunes of enemies). So 
religion is practised instrumentally – to get something else.

Second, religion is practised intrinsically. People want 
what the religion itself offers: contact with God – or with 
gods, bodhisattvas, magical forces or whatever. What is 
available to them on the mundane plane of life isn’t suf-
ficient. Religion enriches their existence, explains it better 
or provides comfort when normal coping patterns fail.

In Canada today the first motive for religion has almost 
vanished. Perhaps you can gain a social good by religious 
practice in some small towns in the Maritimes or some 
southern Manitoba Mennonite communities – but almost 
nowhere else. 

The main exception is in some immigrant commun-
ities where religion is still a badge of belonging and a cru-
cial sector of the social network. But the longer immigrants 
live in Canada, the less religion plays these roles. The chil-
dren and grandchildren generally don’t stay in the faith. 

What we have left in Canada is religion for its own sake. 
The forms of Christianity that focused on activism, small-
scale charity, wholesome activities for the young people on 
a Friday night, pleasant aesthetic experiences on a Sunday 
morning, and so on have nearly disappeared, in the United 
Church and other versions of social Christianity in particular. 

What are left, and certainly what are thriving, are forms 
of Christianity that offer a considerable God quotient, a 

Will Canada be the 
next Sweden?
An academic perspective suggests reli-
gion may wither away.

spiritual experience that transcends the secular horizon, 
teachings you can’t otherwise get from The Globe and Mail 
or the CBC, and ethics sturdier than those purveyed by 
E! or People.

People turn to religion only if they have a good rea-
son. The instrumental reasons are gone with the wind. No 
wonder in our panel discussion we noted how low church 
attendance is in the one place in Canada most focused on 
the here and now, on sensual pleasure and self-fulfillment 
– Vancouver. No wonder church plants come and go here 
with dismaying rapidity.

Yet it’s also interesting that the churches that thrive here 
are full of people between 18 and 35. The older demo-
graphic (35–60) is much less in evidence. Those older ones 
are the people who have somehow been able to succeed in 

Vancouver’s punishing real estate market 
and construct a lifestyle they like. They 
don’t go to church. Why should they? 

But the younger adults – those the 
economy is not welcoming, who carry 
debts they fear they can never pay off, 
and who are searching for a meaning-
ful life in a world that seems indifferent 
to their aspirations – they’re in church. 

Are we church leaders properly ad-
dressing their needs? Or just anesthetizing these hungry 
searchers with an hour or so of lively music, group solidar-
ity and undemanding sermonizing?

Canada has gone many decades now without a major 
disruption – war, depression, natural disaster, plague. It’s 
been easy for us to coast along and not think much about 
the Big Stuff. No wonder our churches continue to shrink. 

Scandinavia has some of the lowest church attend-
ance in the world, and of course the peaceful, prosperous 
“Norden miracle” nicely fits the pattern. Why should they 
bother with religion? So they don’t.

The challenge for Canadian churches remains what it 
has always been – to connect with the felt needs of our 
neighbours. Are we giving people good enough reason to 
attend worship instead of hitting the ski hill or attending 
soccer practice? Good enough reason to commit time and 
money to church life instead of some other perhaps more 
enjoyable and rewarding society? 

If we aren’t, then predicting the future of Christianity 
in Canada isn’t hard to do – short of a surprising, and 
shocking, work of God.  FT

JOHn STaCKHOuSe teaches theology and culture 
at regent College, Vancouver. Find more of these 

columns at www.theEFC.ca/ChristAndCulture. 

Christ&CultureInCanada   n   By JoHn G. sTACkHoUsE Jr.

It’s also interesting 
that the churches 

that thrive here 
are full of people 

between 18 and 35.
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words
   from the editors

When you look at the life and teachings of Jesus Christ, you see a con-
stant emphasis on love. He taught us not to judge, to put others above 
ourselves and to act with compassion and humility. He came and ate 
with the downtrodden, forgave those who wronged Him, and died for the 
world. He died for you and me, for those our society has abandoned, our 
culture mocks, and our leaders ignore. Imagine if we could look at those 
people as God does. To see beyond the ego, image, and lies, under the 
insecurities and behind the walls built by fear and mistrust to see that 
underneath, the people on the fringe are no more broken than we are. 
They are people created by God and none are more worthy of His Love 
and forgiveness. 

In this issue of LIA we are looking at those who have lived and worked 
with people on the fringe. From Toronto Maple Leaf’s goaltender James 
Reimer - who tells us about his life of faith on and off the ice - to a 
15-year-old girl whose search for spiritual fulfillment led her to West 
Africa, we are reminded that all are equal before God. 

LIA began with our mission to empower Christian youth to live out love 
through the Love Movement. Our Take Action Video Series shines a light on 
the true nature of God’s Love in order to educate and dispel more selfish 
notions of that Love. We also encourage young people to find new and 
inventive ways of putting love in action in their community. When they 
do, we want them to share their experiences and inspire others to keep 
the love moving. They may find themselves featured among our special 
guests in a future issue of LIA.      

-Benjamin Porter and Joel Gordon; editors in chief of LIA 
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LIA: When did you realize that you were pretty good at 
this?

Jms: I don’t know, that’s a good question. I think when 
I got drafted to the WHL, maybe that was the first time 
I thought that this could go somewhere, but at the 
same time I don’t like to take things for granted. I don’t 
like to look too far ahead so whenever I get those 
thoughts I try to stuff them back down. I just work hard 
and do what I can in the moment. 

LIA:  Talk about your very first game playing for the 
Leafs

Jms: It was exciting. That was definitely the most nerv-
ous I’ve been for any game in my career. It felt like a 
long road, playing in the ECHL for a year and then the 
AHL for a year and a half.  When I got that game, I was 
told a day before and immediately I started to feel the 
butterflies in my stomach. I remember not being able 
to sleep the night before so a pregame nap was pretty 
much out of the question, let alone a meal. I like to eat, 
so not being able to says a lot about how nervous I was. 
I was also praying a lot and asking God to be with me.

But when the skates touched the ice, all the nervous-
ness, all the fear and doubts just kind of slipped away. 

I was focused and confident out there and we won. 
The team played great.

LIA:  What is your favourite part about playing in a 
professional hockey league?

Jms: Getting to live your dream. Obviously, there are 
some tough times and sometimes it’s work but when it 
comes down to it, you are playing the game you love. I 
feel incredibly blessed to be able to do that. Everyone 
has their dreams – their childhood dreams. I remember 
my grade one yearbook said, “What do you want to be 
when you grown up?” and I said, “I want to be a pro-
fessional hockey player.” That’s my favourite part: just 
being able to play the game I love every day.

LIA:  You mentioned Hockey Ministries International 
and when you were a camper you were a goalie. Did 
you receive some good instruction at the camp?

Jms: Yeah, my first camp at HMI was the first time I 
received any real goalie instruction. The guy who was 
heading it that year, and still is, is Karl Friesen. He’s 
pretty much a hockey legend in Germany. He taught 
me the fundamentals of being a goalie so I guess it all 
started with him.

Unmasked with 
James Reimer
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THE GREATEST    
ADVENTURE

Questions. At every age and 
during every phase in life, one 
never stops asking questions. 

At 15, Holly Stiller of Port Perry, 
Ont. began to ask questions that 
delved deeply into her spiritual life. 
“I had been asking myself, what 
should Christianity really look like 
in action?” She had no idea that the 
adventure she was about to em-
bark on would help her answer this 
question. She vowed to keep her 
Love Movement Curriculum nearby 
where she would read, write and 
reflect on her answers daily. In late 
September, Holly travelled to West 
Africa on a mission trip with Sa-
maritan’s Purse and their Operation 
Christmas Child program to distrib-
ute shoeboxes. The shoeboxes were 
filled with knick-knacks like tennis 
balls, hair elastics, school sup-
plies, and small toys. The concept 
is simple: everyone who receives a 
shoebox is invited to attend a Bible 
class called “The Greatest Journey.” 
There they are taught about Jesus 
and have the opportunity to allow 
Him to enter their lives. Holly says 

that about a third of these children 
chose to take the class. “One boy 
that we talked to told us that now 
that he knows Jesus, he likes to play 
with his friends more. It was really 
neat to see that the shoeboxes gave 
these kids an opportunity to learn 
about Jesus.” 

In her blog, Holly writes about how 
she felt as she began to experience 
life in Senegal. “Loving others can 
hurt sometimes. On our trip to Sen-
egal, we were sometimes in really 
rough areas. At times, I found myself 
not wanting to interact with the 
kids because it was hard to see how 
difficult their lives are. But when I 

talked to them, they brought me so 
much joy. I saw that kids really are 
the same all around the world. They 
like to tell stories, make jokes, and 
laugh at the goofy white girl trying 
to dance like an African.” We then 
had a discussion about the uneven 
distribution of wealth in the world. 
“Although our lives are essentially 
easier than a lot of the people in 
Senegal’s are,” Holly says, “I think 
that there are some things that they 
have that we could learn from.” She 
quotes Matthew 6:21: “For where 
your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.”

Check Out Holly’s Full Story: 
http://hollystiller.wordpress.com

To learn more about “Operation Christ-
mas Child” visit:  
http://www.samaritanspurse.ca/
operation-christmas-child.aspx

written by: CHRISTINA HELVADJIAN

I had been asking  
myself, what should 
CHRISTIANITY really  
look like in ACTION?

“ “
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-Love Pin Action-                                                                               
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-Featured Idea - 12 STEPS OF INTEREST INVESTMENT

Step 1. 
Step 2.

Step 3.
Step 4

Step  5.
Step 6.

Step 7.
Step 8.

Step 9.

Step 10.
Step 11.

Step 12. LIA

Re-pin the ideas that 
interest you! 

 

On your own Pinterest page, pin 
an active idea for showing love.

Use the descriptor
“lovePINaction”.

lovePINaction Pinterest page

Try the ideas featured on our page. 
Search: “Pinterest/lovemovement/lovePINaction”
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New TV series featuring Christian youth in action.
JOIN THE GLOBAL ANTHEM OF GOD’S LOVE.
Airing on Global TV, CTS, NRB, and Salt & Light.

Order the Love Movement Take Action Video Series from: 

http://www.booksforchrist.com/lm316

For more information, contact: info@lovemovement.org

Use the Love Movement video series to prepare for 

mission trips, fundraisers, or service initiatives

and you could be featured on TV.
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